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IS TTTGIINFSS
TTIE MAHARAJA GAEKWAR.

2y it please Your Highness,
T have the honour to submib the accompanying Adminzs-
* $ration [leport of Baroda State for the years 1902-03 and
1903-01.  The official year of Baroda begins on the Ist
Augua; and the period covered by this Leport, therefore,
is from August 1902 to July 1904,

2. It has been considered desivable to continue the nar-
pative of some inportant matbers to the close of 1904.
When this has been done, the acconnt of the last five
moniit—Amgpwt to December 190 1—has becn priuted in
small type.  This arrangement, while it brings the nar-
rative of imporiant transactions up o dae, serves also to
indicale at a ylance the portions of the Report which relate
to events subsequent to the L«);rpiry/ of the lust official year,

3. It has been customary, hitherto, to Lring out two
Admanistration Reports for each year ; one was the
Summary  Beport, and the other was the Full Repors
which appeared later.  Nedther of thes: cuite fuifilled the
object in view 5 the Summary Report was too shctehy to
be interesting, and the L'ull Leeport was too voluminous to
e veadable.  The present LReport Is designed to take the
place of the double issue of preceding years, It seels to
present, in w concise form, all fiqures und tabular state-
ments which are essentiol or wseful) and to’nurrate all facts
which wre daportant or jueve g, Tt scoks o tell ) within
the Limits of « handy volwane, all that needs telling,

Your Ilighness’s faithful Servant,

BAr9DA, R, C. DUTT.
Februarg/ 1905.
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1.—POLITICAL.
(a)—Tne StATE AND 11s RULER.

The State of Baroda is divided into forr distinet blocks
(.]uite-a'p;;rt from each other. The southern district of
Naosaw lics near the mouth of the Tapti river, aud is
interlaced with British territory. To the norih of the
Narbada river is the central district of Bareda, in which
the capital city is situated.  Further up, and to the north
of Ahmodabad, lies the rich district of Kadi with its bu~y
towns and many industries. And far to the west, in the
peninsula of Kathiawar, lio tracts of land, isolated and
separated from epch other, which comprise the district of
Amroli. The area of the State in round numbers is
eight tltousand suare milds, and the population is two
millions, Tho State of Daroda, thoreforoe, in respect of
its population is a little bigger than Wales, and a little
smallor than Switzerland.

The area and population of the four districts vary
considerably, and are shown in the following table :—

° Arer in N No. of No, o
District. ’S!‘ll.l“l’;]ll]ilf‘sj Population. J lu(\.vr;.s, } vulag(efs.
§
Baroda ... . 1,887 6,44071 | o 14 024
Kadi e 3,015 811,744 16 1,187
Navsaji ... 1,952 3,00,441 5 979
o

Amroli ... . 1,245 1,73,436 6 310
Total ... 8,099 19,52,692 I 41 3,400
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Baroda, with its capital town, Is the most thidkly popu- R
lated district, having an average population of 356 yor
square mile.  And tho scattored district of Amrcli is the
most thinly populated, having searcely 140 peoplo to the )
sqn:ﬁwz nile. . . .’

Over three-fourths of the entire population, or
15,46,992, aro Hindus. Tho Musalmans fumber
1,65,014 or a littlo over one-tenth of the Hindus.
Tribes or castes, low in c¢ivilisution, and returned as
t Animistie,”” number 1,76,250. The Jains are 48,290
in number, forming less than one-thirticth of the Ilindu
population. There are also 8,400 Puarsecs or Zoroas-
trians, and 7,691 Christians.

In his very interesting chapter on oecupations, the
Superintendent of the Census ol J901 clagses the

population of Baroda thus :—

Government Service ... ... 41 per cent.
Pasture and Agricullure - L0104 '
Personal Services . 408 "
Suppliers of Materiale... e 142 ,
Commerce and Storage,.. .. 3B »
Professions e 2:86 "

Unskilled Non-agricultural Labour ...13'34 )
Tndependent of Oceupation ... e 2°87 »
Among the pooplo cngaged in rofessions, those
dealing  with . textile-fabrics aro 68,213, workers in
metals 25,029, workers in carthenware anu stoncware
26,284, and workers in wood, cano, &e., 19,364, Com-
merco of various kinds, not including storage, support
61,080 persons.
Tho State of Baroda has a vory interesting his-
tory which stret¢hes back through twelve centuries,
When the famous Chinose traveller Houen Tsang visited
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India in%he seventh ce;ltury after Christ, he found the
V‘hole of Gujrat a very flourishing c¢ountry, ruled by the
Valabhis, who had their capital at Valabhipura, In the
following century, the powor of the Valubhis was broken
by the Chalukya Rajputs, who conquered the kin(‘rdom
and oxt‘mliblml their 1])1t'11 at  Anhalwara-Pattan,
situated within tho prosent limits of the Baroda State.
When Mahwmud of Ghazni invaded Gujrat and attacked
tho famous temple of Somnath, the Prince of Anhalwara-
Pattan marched against him with a large army, and
fought a decisive hattle for his country and his religion,
The Princo was defeated, but collected a fresh army to
moet his foe agais ; and Mahmud avoided a socond on-
counter by retiring across the deserts of Sindh. A
succeqling  Primce, Kusar Pala, favoured the Jain
rcligion, and the Jains of Baroda assign many ol their
roligivus edifices and othor public works and gilts to his
reign,  Altogether the Rajputs ruled for over fiva
centuries, trom the eigldh to the close of the tlérteenth,
and some of the ruins of their temples, fortifications and
rdificos aro still visible at Pattan.  Alla-ud-din Khilji
conguiered the country from the Hindus, and the story
of the beautiful Princesses Kamala Doviand Devala
Dovi, who becan.o the wives of Alla-ud-din and his son,
is ono of the romances of Indian hiskry. Ior some
cenfuries “attan continued to by tha capital of Gujrat
undor the Mahomedsn rulers ; Hut tho seat of Govern-
meu.t was® oventually removed to Ahmedabad. Gujrat
threw oft the yoke of Delhi and becamo an  independent
Mahomedan kingdom in the fourteenth century, but was
once more brought under Northern India by Akbar the
Great in the sixteenth century, Aurangzeb’s mad bigotry
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wrecked the Mogul empire which Akbar had ebuilt up,
and in the eighteenth century the Mahrattas spread over
Gujrat as over other parts of India. Pilaji Rao Gackwir
and his comrades in arms firmly established themselves
in Baroda in 1723 ; and the present ruling family hag
therefore a dynastic record of nearly two centuries.

Events which took place during the rule of Maharaja
Malhar Rao led to his deposition in 1875, and the
present Maharaja, then a young bay, was chosen for the
throne of Baroda, On attainment of his majority
His Highness assumed the reins of Government in 1881,
and has, since then, personally directed, regulated, and
supervised the administration in all departments. His
Government'is modelled after the system followed in
British India ; but modifications, required by the pecu-
liar conditions of this State,e are introduced Both in
legislation and in administration. The heads of the
different departments deal with all matters relating
to their respective work, and take the orders of His High-
ness on all important questions. Similarly, officers
entrusted with the duty of drafting laws receive
their instructions from the Maharaja, publish the first

-drafts in the Ajna Palrika to invite public criticism,
revise the drafts in accordance with sugh criticism, and
finally receive the sanction of His highness ta the
revised draft belore it is passed into law.

Reforms end changes in laws and administration,
suggested by the officers of the State, receive,the Maha-
raja’s careful consideration; but in the majority of
oases they are initiated by himself, A system of per-
sonal government, carried on during more than' 20 years,
has made him familiar with every detail of administra-~
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tion ; add his frequent Yisits to the interior of the State
gpable him to keep himself in close touch with Distriot
and Taluka Officers, and with the actual working of
laws and administration. The needs of the State in
erogard to railways and irrigation, sohools and hespitals,
municipalities and local institutions, manufacture and
agrict.llture, are thus made known to him. He also
keeps himself well informed with what passes outside his
own territory—both in British India and in Europe,—
and is quick in adopting new ideas and introducing
new reforms among his own people. Some of these
changes have proved beneficial to his State, while some
have not yet been, attended with success. The following
pages will be féund to be an impartial record of our
failureg as well gs of our guoocesses. )

The Diwan is the principal Officer of the State under
the Maharaja. Early in 1904, owing to the retirement
of Diwan Bahadur Dhamnaskar through ill-health, Mr.
Kersaspji Rustamji Dadachanji, M.A. and LL.R. of the
Bombay University, was appointed Diwan of Baroda.
Mr. Kersaspji has served this State during thirty years
in various capacities,—as District Officer, as Settlement
Commissioner, as Revenue Commissioner, and as Chief
Justice, and thuc brings a ripe experience and a mature
judgment to the performance of his high duties. As
Chief Offi®er of the State, he is primarily responsible to
the Maharaja for good administration.

TRe work of the Diwan is vast and varied, and since
years past a Naeb Diwan has helped +him in his
duties. Mr, Vasudeo Gopal Bhandarkar, B.A, and
LL.B. of the Bombay University, was Naeb Diwan in
1901 under Mr. Dhamnaskar, and continued in that
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office under Mr, Kersaspji. Hes 1s a youngere brother
of the Hon’ble Dr. Bhandarkar, Member of the Gover-
nor-General’s Legislative Council, and was a Pleader 3f
the Bombay High Court, and a Professor of Law at
Bombay, before he joined service at Baroda., TFowards
the olose of the period under review he was entrusted”
with the special work of codifying the Hindu Lave and
with other legal duties, for which his high legal attain-
ments, his natural caution, and his mature judgment,
eminently befit him,

Some account of the other high Officers of State,
presiding over different departments, will be found
in the subsequent sections of this Report. OCirculars
and orders issued by these Heads of ‘Departments, as
well as drafts of law and all State notifications are
published in an Official Gazette called Ajna Pauirika,
which is issued from the Government Press, All
Reports, Acts, and State publications are issued from this
Press.

Some ‘thanges in administration, introduced since the close
of 1908-04, require a brief mention here. As Mr. Bhandarkar
was employed almost exclusively on legal duties, and was
eventually appointed Legal Remembrancer to the Staté, the
necessity of appointing another Officer to share the Diwan’s
duties became felé. Accordingly in the fisst month of the
current year, t.6., i1 Augnst 1904, His Highness the Maha-
raja invited Mr, R, O. Dutt, C.I.E., to accept ofice in the
State. Mr. Dutt had been called to the Bar, and had
also entered the Indian Civil Service, in 1871, and, aftef® his
retirement from that service in 1897, had continned his
enquiries into Indian Administration and also his studies in
Indian History and Literature, The Maharaja placed Mr.
Dautt, under the title of Amatya, in special and independent
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charge ofythe Revenue, Finance, and Land Settlement de-
partments, and desired him to pay his special attention to the
fiical pglicy, and the agricultural, industrial and commer-
cial advancement of the State. As the monsoon failed, and
, the progpects of the year darkened, it became necessary to
'orgamse famine relief operations towards the close of 1904 ;
and Mr. Dutt was placed in charge of those operations in
addit®n to his other duties.

A younger member of the Indian Civil Service, Mr, C. N,
Seddon, returned from furlough in November 1904, and
joined the State as Survey and Settlement Commissioner. Mr.
Seddon belongs to the Bombay Civil Service, and was Assis-
tant Resident of Baroda before he went on furlongh ; and his
services have now been lent to His Highness the Gackwar for
the Settlement of %ome Talukas in the State. His knowledge
of the State, its people, and its language, combined with his
experi®nee in addlinistrativ® work, eminently befits him for
the duties now entrusted to him, The nature of these duties,
too, keeps him generally in the villages in the interior,
and the information he is thus able to gather from personal
observation, regarding the condition of the people and
their systems of cultivation and irrigation, is greatly valued
by the Maharaja, and is highly useful to general adminis-
tratmn.

An important change in the method of administration has
also been inaugugated. His Highness the Mabaraja has form-
ed an Erecutwe Council, consisting of the principal Officers
of the Siate; and many important queszions were referred
to this Council for discussion and opinion during the closing
mouths of, 1904, It is believed that this system, when fully
orfanised, will not only relieve the Maharaja himself from
much of the details of his work, but is likely to secure a
ocontinuity of policy, and a stability in administration, for all
time to come.
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(5)—Tur PaLAcE.

His Highness the Maharaja is blessed with four sons and
one daughter, His first wife gave birth to Shrimaft
Yuvaraj Fateh Sinh Rao in 1883, and died shortly after.
His Highness then wedded the present Maharani, and she,
has présented him with three sons and a daughter.

The Household or Khangi Department, as it is aalled,
concerns itself not only with the personal expenses of
the Maharaja’s family, but also with many public institu-
tions more or less connected with the palace, as is shown
below. Mr. W. Harding was appointed Khangi
Karbari, or Officer in charge of the Household,
in December 1903, and continues in that post to the
present date. "

The expenditure of the department durmg the two
years under report is shown in ¢he following tables:—

Items, 1902-1903, 1903-1904,
Rs. Rs.
e

", Household e ume 6,74,635 11,13,698
Karkhanas... s 4,32,861 4 96 778
Devasthans ee 35,471 18 597
Gardens ... w0 1,47,897 1,39,f04
Donations ... 1,36,023 1 09 273
Miscellaneous ... 3,22,718 1 14 161
Total 17,49,3256 19,91,611

The increase in the ﬁrst item in 1903-04 is mainly
due to the marriage of Yuvaraj Fateh Sinh Rao, wkich
took place in February 1904, and cost over 4% lacs. *

Among the many Karkhanas, included in the second
item of the above list, the most interesting is the Jewel-
lery Karkhana where all the State jewellery of the
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Ruling Family is kept.* A Committee consisting of
ﬂ:erodltary Asamdars and others is in charge of the
workmg of this department. Visitors to Baroda, who
" wish to see the State jewellery, obtain a pass without
difficulty’ or delay ; and some of the jewels have bgen
greatly admired by ladies from all parts of the world
who hawe visited the State. Other Karkhanas, which are
not unfrequently visited, are the Buggy-khana or stables,
and the Pilkhana or elephant house. KElephants are
greatly in requisition for processions on festive days and
also for sports. Plans have been prepared for the con-
struction of a new Buggy-khana, as the present site and
building are considered unsuitable.

A reduction is shown in the expenditure incurred on
the third item, as many of the Devasthans, or temples
and religious mstltutlons Have been transferred from the
Household tg the Settlement Department.

A small Aecrease in expenditure was also effected in
the fourtl,’( item, viz., the State Gardens., These include
the gardians of the Lakshmi Vilas Palace and Makar-

ura }' “alage, as well as the public park and gardens in
the faown. This park is a great boon to the people, and
xs,l‘rgely frequented on Tuesdays when His Highness’s
Kand plays there. A museum inside the park, and
some wild animals and birds which are kept there, are
also a grea, attraction for the people.

The last two items showed u considerable decrease in
the year ]903-04 as compared with the previous year.
The* reduction in Miscellaneous expenditure is mainly
owing to the faot that the expenses of attending the
Delhi Darbar fell within the preceding year 1902-08.
The expenses came to 2§ lacs.
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Among the eminent persqnages who visifed Baroda
within the two years under review may be mentionede
the Maharaja of Dhar, the Maharaja of Kapunthala, %he
Thakore Saheb of Gondal, the Thakore Saheb of Baria,
the Ranee of Akkalkote and a Royal Duke from Russia
And'among the places visited by His Highness the
Maharaja Gaekwar outside his own territory, were
Dewas, Mhow, Dhar, Naini Tal, Lanoli, Conoor, Ootaca~
mund, Kashmir and Mahableshwar,

Honours were bestowed by His Highness on some
of his relations and the late Phadnis on auspicious
occasions, The title of Himmat Bahadar was bestowed on
the Maharaja’s brother, Shrimant Anand Rao Gaekwar;
and the gift of an elephant and umbrella was made to his
other brother, Shrimant Sampat Rao Gaekwar, who is a
District Officer in the State.e . .

(¢)—TEE ARMY.

The strength of the Regular Force at the close of the
year 1003-04, as compared with the fixed strength, was
as follows :—

Deacription of Force, Fixed Strength. Actual Btreggth.
Non- Non-
Bffec- Effec-
effec- | Total, effec- | Total.
tive. tive, Ly tive. tive.

ARTILLERY, ¢
Light Field Battery,. ..| 94 66 160 67 |® 48 115

CAVALRY.
e
The Mot{ Khas Paga . 455 24 479 847 17 | e 364

The Ghot! Khas Paga 405 24 479 861 24 876
The Fatsh Singh Rno Regi-! -

ment J o e 24 419 428 8 451
The Guards o ..| 135 { 10 148 134 10 114

Total ...

; 1,500' u] 1,lss| 1,260 4| 1884
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Demip‘lon. Fix8d strength. Actual stiength,
[ .

¢ . Rffec- %‘?é. Total, | e %%E Total.

. . INFANTRY. .
18t Reglment e o 6898 20| 727 778 20| a8
ond Regimgnt e o 608 49 747 768 89 807
8rd Reglment e .. 698 29 727 708 41 749
4th Regiment e e 814 27 541 | Amalga/mated w 1¢h the
Okba Bastalton .. .| 41| 14| ars| “div] TR ars
Total ..| 3,069 148 8,217| 270 133 ‘ 2,848
TheBaed .. .. .| 111 8 117 107 8 18
@eneral and Staff Officors .. (] 2 8 4| .. 4
GRAND TOTLL. .| 4780 804 | 5,084 4,148 261 | 4,409

The gost of maintaining the above force during the
two years under review is shown in the following table:—

¥ |2 4
2135 E
2 14 :
4
; . : g £
L El BB | L EE |3 £g
g| 3|8 | & |25 5
= 4 a8 C & |3 =8 g
&
Rs, Rs. Rs, Rs, Rs. Rs.
1903-03| 44,017 |5,08,384 [3,93,013 |26,101] 29,280 | 10,678 | Distributed among
foregoing heads.
1903-04| 86,028 5,15,040 18,83,454 | 38,316} 27,750 | 10,178 4,338

In round,numbers the Regular Force Bosts this State
ten lacs of rupees a year. The average annual cost per
effectjve man in the Artillery was Rs. 538, in the
Cavalry Rs. 409, and in the Infantry Rs. 141 during
1903-04. Or taking the whole force together, the
average cost per effed’sve man was Rs. 242, or about
Rs. 20 a month,
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The total Irregular Force dYiring both the” years was

as follows -
Horse. : . i
Shilledari, | Sibandi. | Paganihaya.| Khalsa, | Total. ,

. .

908 ’ 333 ' 182 677 | 42,000

Foot,
Sibandi. | Khalsa, | Total,
1,139 667 ’ 1,806

And the expenditure incurred on saccount of the
Irregular Force is shown below :— i

Year. Horse, Foot, |Other Establishment.] Total.

Rs. Rs, Rs, Rs,
1902-03 | 6,86,032 | 89,108 1,44,089 9,19,229
1903-04 | 6,553,052 | 50,978 58,449 7,62 479

It will thus be seen that the Irregular Force cost
nearly as much as the Regular Force jn 1902-03. But
the cost was greptly reduced in 1903-04. The reduction
under head “ Horse” was effected largely by the reduc-
tion of allowances in the case of Sardars and Shilledars
who died without leaving any heirs. ¢ .

The average cost of the Irregular Force per effective
Horse was Rs, 326 and per éffective Foot was Rs. 28
during 1903-04. The average cost per effective man
was Rs. 200 the year, or about Rs. 16 the month.



13

-

Taking Ao Regular andethe Irregular‘ Force together
the total cost is shown below :—

y Pension and
, Year, | Regular, | Irregular, Gratuity. Total,
]
. Rs. Rs. Rs. Ra '
1902-03 | 10,11,473 9,19,229 60,995 19,91,697
1903-04 | 10,05,108 7,62,479 61,610 18,29,197

An expenditure of Rs. 8,54,710 on account of the
annual Contingent Commautation money paid to the
British Government is also debited to the Military
Department. The Grand Total of expenditure in the
Military Departmgnt in the year 1903-04 was, therefore,
Rs. 21,883,907, which comes to about one-seventh of the
annual rvenues of the Staté.

At the close of the period under review General
Nissen was acting as Senapati or the Commander-in-

' Chief of the Army. He joined the Baroda Army as
Lieutenant in 1865, and became a Captain in 1837 and
a Colonel in 1887. Two years after, he was transferred
from the Infantry to the Cavalry and Artillery Brigade.
On the retirement of Gieneral Hardie, and the transfer of
Shrimant Ganpat Rao to the Judicial Department, he was
promoted to the rank of General. He has witnessed the
deposition of the late Gaekwar Malhar lﬁo, and the rise
of the present Maharaja, and his long and faithful services
to theyState, are greatly appreciated. In 1885, it was his
duty°to put down the armed resistance offered by Siddi
Suleiman and others, and the Siddi and his followers
were soon disposed of. And in 1898, he took charge of
an expeditionary force to put down a rising at Pilwai.
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Colonel Wilcox was in ommand of the Infantr
Brigade at the olose of the year under report. . He
joined the Baroda Military Service as Lieutenant over 30
years ago, and became a Captain in 1874, In 1897 he'
was promoted to the rank of Colonel commanding the
Infantry Brigade.

Colonel Lynn was acting as Colonel of the Tavalry
Brigade at the olose of the period under report. He
retired from service at the commencement of the ourrent
official year, ¢,e. in August 1904,

The Fateh Sinh Rao Cavalry was named so after
Yuvaraj Fateh Sinh Rao, the eldest son of the Maharaja,
from the 11th August 1885. In 1902, His Highness
appointed the Yuvaraj in the Fateh Siph Rao Cavalry to
learn military duties, and he has been working as
Honorary Lieutenant of the Regiment since that time.

(d)—RELATIONS WITH THE BRITISH (YOVERNMENT.

L

The relations of the State with the British Govern-
ment and with the neighbouring Native States continued
satisfactory during the years under review,

No case of mail robbery occurred in this tesritory.
The requisite facilities were given to the vostal depart-
ment, as far as practicable, to open additional post offices
and letter-boxep in all the districts of the State.

Arrangements relating to the mutual éxtradition of
triminals and co-operation in police matters between
His Highness’s Government and the neighb®pring
British Districts and Native States were conducted
satisfactorily as before.

The question of the payment of maintenance and con-
veyance charges of acoused persoms and of live-stock
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in oxtradition cases by thd surrendering State, came up
Yor discussion on & motion from His Highness the
Nizam’s Government. And it was ultimately settled
* that such charges should be borne by the authority
thgking the surrender, instead of by the authority demgnd-
ing the same. The arrangement applies to extradition
osses frising between the Baroda State and British
Districts or Native States in the Bombay Presidency,
and also to the Hyderabad State.

The question of the disposal of property, which might
be the subject of a criminal offence, committed in one
jurisdiction and found in another jurisdiction, with
persons other than the accused, having been referred to
the Government *of India, it was held that as no real
distinction can bg drawn between the two classes of
stolen property, namely, property found with the accused
and property found iu the possession of third parties,
the practice obtaining in the adjoining Native States
and British Districts should, it was held, be followed in
the Baroda State, and all stolen property praduced in
ovidence should be dealt with in accordance with the
provisions of Section 517 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure.

A quesiion having arisen regarding the admission in
evidence by the Courts of the Baroda §tate of docu-
ments certifidd to be true copies by Courts in British
India under their seal and signature, but without the
countersignature . of the Resident, instructions were
jssued by His Highness’s Government to the Courts ¢con-
oerned to admit such doocuments in evidemce. On a
motion from His Highness’s Glovernment, the Govern-
‘ment of India were pleased to issue a Notification

Uttarpara Jaikrishna "“b"c {-fgfi
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authorizing all District .Judyes, District ﬁagistmtes,
Subordinate Judges, and Magistrates of the First Classf
in the Baroda State, to certify documents fdr tlte purposos
of Section 79 of the Indian Evidenco Act, I of 1872,

WAt the instance of the Political Agent, Mahi Kanthay
we agreed, as a tentative measure for a period of two
.years, to allow direct correspondence to be carried on
between the Courts of the Mahi Kantha Agency and
those of the Baroda State, in the matter of the service of
summonses on witnesses concerned in purely ocivil or
oriminal proceedings.

. An arrangement was come to between His Highness’s
Government and all the Collectors and Political Agents
whose districts march with Baroda teyritery, whereby
the Vahivatdars of this State and the Mamlatdars and
Thanadars under the British Districts and Agencles, were
authorized to conduct direct correspondence in matters
connected with the execution of repairs to boundary
pillars on their respective boundaries, except in those
cases where grounds of disputes existed.

In 1903, a Convention was concluded between Great
Britain and France in regard to the extension to_India
of the French Minimum Tariff on Colonial produce.
Article IV provided that the privileges and engage-
ments comprised in the Convention should extend to
Native States of India which by Treaty with the
British Government or otherwise, might be entitled
to be placed, with regard to the stipulations of the
Convention, on the same footing as British Ihdia.
The Government of India having invited our remarks
with reference to this Article, we stated that as the
Baroda territories did not adjoin French possessions in
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Tndia, nor had they any commercial relations with them,
We Jwere not solicitous of securing the advantages or
prmleges offered by the Anglo-French Treaty.

*  Mr. Lakshmilal Daulat Rai continued to be in oharge
of the Huzur English Office, i, e, of Political Corrqs-
pondenco work, during the two years under review, and
performged his duties with his usual tact, ability and care.
He joined the service of the State as far back as 1873,
and the personal title of ¢ Rao Saheb *’ was conferred on
him in 1893 by the British Government in recognition
of his services.

(e)—TeE DELHI DARBAR,

The accession to the throne of His Imperial Majesty
King Edward VII, Emperor of India, was proclaimed
at St. James’ Palace on January 24, 1901, and the
coremony of his cofonation and that of his Consort the
Queen was performed in England on August 9, 1902.
An Imperial Darbar was held at Delhi by His Excel-

*lency the Viceroy and Governor-General of India on
January 1, 1903, for the purpose of celebrating in His
Majesty’s Indian Dominions this auspicious event.

To this Darbar were invited the Prinaes, Chiefs and
Nobles of the Native States, the Governors, Lieut.-
Governors and Heads of Administrations from all parts
of 1ndia, and Reprefentatives, both Europeanand Indian,
of all the Proginces of the Empire. .

In instructing His Excellency the Viceroy to hold
this Darbar, His Majesty had desired it to be made
knovm thaf he was anxious to afford to all the Pringes
and Chiefs of India the opportunity of testifying their
loyalty to his throne and person, and that attendance
thereat would be regarded by His Majesty as equivalent
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to presence at his coronation fn England. E(xs Majesty
was also pleased to specially depute his brother, cHls
Royal Highness the Duke of Conndught and fhe
Duchess of Connaught, to represent the Royal Famlly
at-the Darbar,

A Kharita having been addressed by His Excellency
the Viceroy to His Highness the Maharaja, on®March
19th, 1902, requesting the honour of His Highness’s
presence at Delhi on the auspicious occasion, the same
was promptly responded to by His Highness, with an
acceptance of the invitation,

Mujor Marriot, Assistant Resident at Amreli, was
deputed to Delhi by the Resident as Political Officer or
Baroda Attaché, Foreign Department. He was under
the instructions of the Executive Committee for the
Coronation Darbar to assist bur officials in laying out the
oamp of His Highness, and to receive His Highness on
arrival.

A Special Medical Officer was deputed to Delhi with
the ndcessary establishment and appliances for our camp.
He was in all sanitary arrangements connected with the
Baroda Camp under the control and supervision of the
Sanitary Commissioner of the Punjab,

As the General Police arrangemepts in connection with
the Imperial Darbar were placed under the control of
the Punjab Government, we obtained the ‘loan of forty
policemen, belonging to the Punjab Police, for the pur-
pose of guarding our camp, The necessary, preoaunons
were also taken against fire in the camp. '

The Baroda camp which was pitched on a plain
near the village of Sakarpur, four or five miles to the
-west of the city of Delhi, and close to the Mysore camp,
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covered an ares of 9,60,000 square foot. This area was
oocupled by Their Highnesses and a following consisting
of 15 Officers, 3 European gentlemen and 4 ladies,

* 18 Nobles and Mankaris, 150 Military Retainers, and 407
sogvants and menials, the whole strength numbesing
597. There were also 150 horses and 2 elephants.

A sefni-portable wooden palnge was erected in the
camp for the residence of His Highness the Maharaja,
while special tents were pitched for the accommodation
of Her Highness the Maharani, the Rajkumars, and
the Rajkumari. 1In front of the bungalow, a garden
was laid out with a fountain in the centre. A triumphal
arch, 56 feet in height, was erectel at the entrance to
the camp. Electeio installation was provided, and the
whole place was brilliantly 1llum1nated after dark.

The State troops, carriages, horsos, tents, furniture,
and heavy baggage, together with followers, were sent
to Delhi in advance by special trains, all necessary

* assistance being rendered by the B. B. & C. I. Railway
authorities in connection with their transmission. * Only
the elephants had to be sent by road.

The 27th of December was fixed as the last day for
arrival at Delbi of Princes and Heads of Logal Govern-
ments. Proceedingg and ceremonies in connection
with the Darbar were to commegce from the
29th of Detember, and to lasi till the 10th of
January 1903, the date fixed tor the departure of
His Escellency the Viceroy. The invitation of the
Viceroy covered the entire period, and in the interest
of the suocess of the ceremonies it was suggested that
official guesta should stay, if possible, throughout the
whole time,
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His Highness the Mahar:;ja Gaekwar was uzavoid-
ably prevented from leaving Baroda on the 26th
December, and from taking part in ‘the elephant pro-_
cession from the Railway station to the Viceregal camp,
owing to the demise at Baroda on the 16th December
of Her Highness Radhabai, widow of His late Highness
Maharaja Ganpatrao Gaekwar. o

Their Highnesses the Maharaja and Maharani Chimna-
bai, C. I., accompanied by Shrimant Yuvaraj Fateh Sinh
Rao, Shrimant Rajkumars Shivaji Rao and Dhai-
ryashil Rao and Rajkumari Indira Raja, the Minister,
Diwan Bahadur Ramchandra Vithoba Dhamnaskar, and
a select number of Sardars, Officers, and followers, le t
Baroda by a special train on December 29, and reached
Delhi on December 31, when the following programme
was followed :—

“On the occasion of the arrival at Delhi of His
Highness the Gaekwar of Baroda, on Wednesday, the_
31st ,December 1902, at 7-30 a.m. (railway time), His
Highness will be met at the main Railway station by
the Commissioner of Delhi, the Under Secretary in
the Foreign Department, an attaché of the &oreign
Department, and a District Superintendent of Police.

“ A salute of 21 guns will be fised from the fort as
the Gaekwar'sirain enters the Railway station.

“ A Guard of Honour with band and Regimental
colour, will be drawn up at the Railway station, and will
salute as His Highness passes. .

“A carringe with an escort of Native Cav:zlry aon-
sisting of two non-commissioned Officers and 12 Sowars
will be in waiting at the Railway station to convey the
Gaekwar to his Camp, to which His Highness V{ill be
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accompanied by the attachd of the Foreign Depart-
met}t

“On arrival at the Gaekwar’s camp the attaché will

* take leave,
* ' Undress Uniform will be worn,”

It was decided by His Excellency the Viceroy, that
the opportunity should be taken of the Coronation
Darbar, for the Exhibition of a typical vollestion of the
best Indian artware, so as to add to the attractiveness
of the occasion for the large number of visitors, and also
to enable the Government of India to form a more
general and accurate survey, of the condition of the art
industries of India, and to judge of the extent to which
they were favourably or unfavourably affected by for-
eign . competition or foreign demand. The Exhibition
was rostfioted to Select spbcimens of the leading art—
manufactures of India, articles of foreign manufactures
being rigidly excluded.

' The Government of India having requested that
assistance might be rendered to Dr. Watt in ntaking
arrangements for the representation of the art indnstries
which were practised in Baroda territory, His Highness’s
Government cordially co-operated in the objest. The
gontleman accordingly visited the Baroda Museum, the
Zaverkhana, and the Palace stores, aud.se]eoted some of
thse art specimlens he thought fit for Exhibition as a loan
gollection of the Baroda State. These were forwarded
to Delhi, together with some artware of Baroda which
Dr. Watt had ordered to be made, such as wood-
carving, brass-ware, sandal-wood, embroidery, ete, The
articles sent from Baroda were the object of great
admiration at the Exhibition, which was formally
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opened by H. E. the Viceroy on the 30th of Decem-
ber. ) .
On the date fixed for the Imperial Darbar, viz,
January 1, His Highness the Maharaja, accompanied by '
his gons Shrimant Yuvaraj Fateh Singh Rao and Shrimgust
Rajkumar Shivaji Rao, drove up to the amphitheatre.
On alighting from his carriage His Highness v:as met
by an Offier of the Foreign Department on duty there,
who conducted him to his seat, the guard posted ut the
entrance to block “ W ” presenting arms.

The seats of the Princes and Chiefs were arranged
territorially by Provinces. The three leading Chiefs,
viz. His Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad, His High-
ness the Gaekwar of Baroda, and His Highness the
Maharaja of Mysore, were grouped Jogether, and seats
were assigned to them in thé front row in block “W *
to His Excellency’s right hand.

Arrangements were made to screen off a portion of
block ““Y ” immediately to the right of Dais, and to”
prepare a curtained box which was set apartfor the
wives and female relalives of certain of the Princes
present at Delhi, Her Highness the Maharani attended
the Darbar, and received due accommodation in this
block. Her Higbness’s daughter Shrimant Indira Raja,
and the youngest son Shrimant Rajkumar Dhairya-
shil Rao, also sat with Her Highness in tlis blook.

The Herald having read the Royal Proclamation
charging Lord Curzon of Kedleston to hold a Darbar
at Delhi on the 1st January 1903, His Excellenc} the
Viceroy rose and addressed the Darbar as follows :—

“Your Royal Highnesses, Princes, and Peoples of
India,—Five months age, in London, His Majesty King
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Edward VII, King of El}md and Emperor of India,
*was invested with the ¢rown and sceptre of the English
Kifigs. Ouly a fow represontatives of the Indian Empire
had the good fortune to be present at that ceremony.
J'o-day His Majesty has by his royal favour afforded an
opportunity to all his Indian people to take part in sifnilar
rejoicjngs ; and here, and elsewhere throughout India,
are gathered together in honor of the event the Princes
and Chiefs and Nobles, who are the pillars of his throne,
the European and Indian Officials who conduct his ad-
ministration with an integrity and devotion to duty be-
yond gompare, the Army, British and Native, which with
such pre-eminent biavery defends his frontiers and fights
his wars, and the vast body of the loyal inhabitants of
India, of all r.aces, who, amid a thousand varieties of
ciroumstance and Yeeling amd custom, are united in their
spontaneous allegiance to the Imperial crown, It was
with the speoial object of thus solemnising his Coronation
in India that His Majesty commanded me, as his Vice-
roy, to convene this great Darbar, and it is tq signify
the supreme value that he attaches to the occasion that
he has honoured us by deputing his own brother, His
Roy:1 Highness the Duke of Connaught, to join in this
gelebration,

“ 1tis twenty-Six years since, on the anniversary of
this day, in $his city of Imperial mefories and tradi-
tions, and on this very spot, Queen Victoria was pro-
olaimed the first Empress of India. That act was a
vindicatioh of her profound interest in her Indian sub-
jeots, and of the accomplished unity of her Indian do-
minions under the paramountcy of the British Crown,
To-day, a quarter of a century later, that Empire is not
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less, but more united. Th(Soverelgn to whom we are
met to render homage is not less dear to his Indian Reo-
ple, for they have seen his features and heard his voice.
He has succeeded to a throne, not only the most illus-
trious, but the most stable in the world ; and ill-informed®
would be the eritic who would deny that not the least of
the bases of its security—nay, I think, a principal condi-
tion of its strength~—is the possession of the Indian Em-
pire, and the faithful attachment and service of His Ma-
jesty’s Indian people. Rich in her ancient traditions,
India is also rich in the loyalty which has been kindled
anew in her by the West. Amid the crowd of noble
suitors who, through all the centuries, have sought her
hand, she has given it only to the one who has also gam-
ed her Trust.

“ Nowhere else in the world would such a spectacle be
possible as that which we witness here to-day. I do not
speak of this great and imposing assemblage, unparalleled
as I believe it to be. I refer to that which this
gatherifig symbolises, and those to whose feelings it gives
expression. Over one hundred rulers of separate States,
whose united population amounts to sixty milliops of
people, and whose territories extend over fifty-five de-
grees of longitude, have come here tq testify theic al-
legiance to their common Sovereign. We greatly es-
teem the sentiments of loyalty that have brbught them
to Delbi from such great distances, and often at consi-
derable sacrifice ; and I shall presently be hopored by
receiving from their own lips their message of personal
congratulation to the King. The Officers and Soldiers
present are drawn from a force in India of nearly two
hundred and thirty thousand men, whose pride it is that
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they are the King’s Army:\he leaders of Indian socie-
"ty gofficial and unofficial, who are here, ure the mouth-
pieces of a community of over two hundred and thirty
million souls. In spirit, therefore, and one may almost
%3y, through their rulers and deputies, in person, there
is represented in this arena nearly ome-fifth of the
entire® human race. All are animated by a single
feeling, and all bow before a single throne. And should
it be .asked how it is that any one sentiment can
draw together these vast and scattered forces and
make them one, the answer is that loyalty to the sover-
eign is synonymous with confidence in the equity and
benignity of his rule. It is not merely the sxpression
of an emotion, hut the record of an experience and the
deblaratlon of a belief. For to the majority of these
millions the King’s Government has given freedom from
invasion and anarchy ; to others it has guaranteed their
rights and privileges ; to others it opens ever-widening
~ avenues of honorable employment ; to the masses it dis-
penses mercy in the hour of suffering ; and to all® it en-
deavours to give equal justice, immurity from oppression,
and the blessings of enlightenment and peace. To have
won such a dominion is a great achievement. To hold
it by fair and rightgous dealing is a greater. To weld
it by prudent statesmanship into a single and compact
whole will bé, and is, the greatest of all.

“ Such are the ideas and aims that are embodied in the
summomng of this Coronation Darbar. It is now my
duty to read to you the gracious Message which His
Majesty has desired me to convey to his Indian people:—

¢ It gives me much pleasure to send a message of
greeting to my Indian people, on the solemn occasion
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when they are colebmti{ fhy Coronation. Only a

small number of the Inllian Princes and representativea *
were able to be present at the ceremony which tGok
place in London ; and I accordingly iunstructed my
Viceroy and Governor-General to hold a great Dar-~
bar at Delhi, in order to afford an opportunity to all
the Indian Princes, Chiefs, and peoples and {p the
Officials of my Government, to commemorate this
auspicious event. Ever since my visit to India in
1875, I have regarded that country and its peoples
with deep affection; and I am conscious of tkeir
earnest and loyal devotion to my House and Throne.
During recent years many evidences of their attach-
ment have reached me : and my Indian Troops have
rendered conspicuous services 1n the Wars and
Vietories of my Empire. ®© ¢

‘1 confidently hope that my beloved Son, the Prince
of Wales, and the Princess of Wales, may before long
be able to make themselves personally acquainted with
Ind?a and the country which I have always desired
that they should see, and which they are equally
anxious to vi:it, Gladly would I have come to India
upon this eventful occasion myself had this been found
possible. I have, however, sent my dear brother, the
Drke of Congaught, who is already so well known in
India, in order that my Family may be tepresented at
the ceremony held to celebrate my Coronation,

* My desire, since 1 succeeded to the Throne of my
revered Mother, the late Queen ontorm, the *First
Empress of India, has been to maintain unimpaired the
same principles ot humane and equitable administration
which secured for her in so wonderful a degree the
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veneration and affection dber Indian subjects. To all
,my Feudatories and Subjects throughout India I renew
the assurance of my regard for their liberties, of res-
pect for their diguities and rights, of interest in their
advancement, and of devotion to their welfare, which
are the supreme aim and object of 1y rule, and which,
umler the blessing of Almighty God, will lead to the
ingreasing prosperity of my Indian Empire and the
greater happiness of its People.’

“ Princes and Peoples of India,~These are the words
of the Sovereign whose Coronation we are assembled to
celebrate. They provide a stimulus and an inspiration
to the officers who serve him, and they breathe the
lessons of magnanimity and goodwill to all. To those
of us who, like my colleagues and myself, are the direct
instruments of His Maje sty’s Government, they suggest
the spirit that should gunide our conduct and infuse our
administration. Never was there a time when we
were more desirous that that administration should be
characterised by generosity and leniency. Thése who
have suffered much deserve much ; and those who
have,wrought well deserve well. The Princes of India
have offered us their soldiers and their own swords in
the recent campajgrs of the Empire ; and in other
struggles, such as thcse against drqught and famine,
they have cOnducted themselves with equal gallantry and
credit, It is difficult to give to them more than they
alrendy epjoy, and impossible to add to a security whose
inviolubility is beyond dispute. Nevertheless, it has
heen a pleasure to us to propose that Government shall
ceuse to exact any interest for a period of three years
upon all loans that have been made or guaranteed by
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the Government of India Axtive States in conneation
with the last famine ; and we hope that this benefactipn
may be acceptable to those to whom it is offered,
Other and more numerous classes there are in this great
couhtry to whom we would gladly extend, and to whorp *
wo hope before long to be in a position to announce
relief. In the midst of a financial year it is not akways
expedient to make announcements, or easy to frame
calculations. If, however, the present conditions con-
tinue, and if, as we have good reason to believe, we
have entered upon a period of prosperity in Indian
finance, then I trust that these early years of His
Majesty’s reign may not pass by without the. Govern-
ment of India being able to demonstrate their feelings
of sympathy and regard for the Indjan population by
measures of financial relief, which their patient and loyal
conduct in years of depression and distress renders it
especially gratifying to me to contemplate. I need not
now refer to other acts of consideration or favour which
wo have associated with the present occasion, since they
are recorded elsewhere. But it is my privilege to
make the announcement to the officers of the Army that
henceforward the name of the Indian Staff Corps will
cease to exist, and that they will belopg to the single and
homogeneous Indian Army of the King.

“ Princes and Peoples,—If we turn our® gaze for n
moment to the future, & great development appears with
little doubt to lie before this country. There is no
Indian problem, be it of population or education or
labour or subsistence, which it is not in the power of
statesmanship to solve. The eolution of many is even
now proceeding before our eyes, 1f the combined arms
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of Great Britain and Ind'ia‘&g secure continued peace
upon our borders, if unity prevails within them, between
Princea and People, between European and Indian, and
between rulers and ruled, and if the seasons fail not in
* their bounty, then nothing can arrest the march of
progress. The India of the future will, under Provid-
ence; not be an India of diminishing plenty, of empty
prospect, or of justifiable discontent; but one of expand-
ing industry, of awakened faculties, of increasing pros-
perity, and of more widely distributed comfort and
wealth. I have faith in the conscience and the purpose
of my own country ; and I believe in the almost illimit-
able capacities of this. But under no other conditions
can this future be realised than the unchallenged
supremacy of the paramount power, and under no
other controlling authority is this capable of being main-
tained, than that of the British Crown,

“ And now I will bring these remarks to a close, It
is my earnest hope that this great assemblage may long
be remembered by the peoples of India as having
brought them into contact at a moment of great
solenenity with the personality and the sentiments of
their Sovereign. I hope that its memories will be those
of happiness and rejoicing, and that the reign of King
Edward V1], so auspiciously begun, will live in the annals
of India and in the hearts of its people. We pray
that, under the blessing of the Almighty Ruler of the
Unjversep his sovereignty and power may last for long
years, that the well-being of his subjects may grow from
day to day, that the administration of his officors may
he stamped with wisdom and virtue, and that the security
and beneficence of his dominion may endure for ever.
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% Long live the King, Eﬂperor of India.”

The ceremony of presentation of the Ruling Chiefsein
order to enable them to offer their congratulations to
His Majesty the King Emperor through His Excellency
the Viceroy, was then begun. The Ruling Chiefs onp
after another, in the order previously arranged, left their
seats and advanoed to the Dais, where the Viceroy aftl the
Duke of Connaught received them standing. The name
and style of each Chief were announced by the Foreign
Secretary, and the Viceroy first shook hands with him
before receiving his message, while the Duke of
Connaught followed with a similar greeting. Their
Highnesses the Nizam, the Maharaja Gaekwar and the
Maharaja of Mysore advanced first, ¢

His Highness the Mubaraja Gapkwar asked the
Viceroy to convey to His Majesty the King Emperor
his hearty congratulations on his Coronation and his good
wishes for the new year. With the presentation of the
last of the Chief, the Darbar came to an end.

On January 3, a Grand Chapter of the two Indian
Orders of the Star of India and the Indian Empire was
held in the Dewan-i-Am by His £xcellency the Vjceroy
and Governor General of India, who is the Grand Mas-
ter of both the orders, His Highnesséhe Maharaja being
a Knight Grand €ommander of the most exalted Order of
the Star of Indis, tovk partin the processlon in full dress
and robe. His Highness also witnessed the Assault-at-
Arms which took place on the 3rd and 5th of
January.

The State Ball took place on January 6 in the
Dewan-i-Am and Dewsan-i-Khas, to which a large
number of guests was invited, The Ball was attended

.
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by His Highness the Mnhamj‘:‘;'along with several other
leading Princes.

The 7th of January was fixed for the special parade of
the retinues of the Princes, The gold and silver guns
ofe Baroda were exhibited at the review which Yook
place on this date, and which His Highness witnessed.

A Frand review of the whole budy of British Troops
assembled at Delhi was held on the 8th of Junuary on
a level plain in the vicinity of the camps in which about
80,000 troops of all ranks, including the Imperial
Service Troops, took part under His Excellency the
Commander-in-Chief. Most of the Princes attended,
some of them being on parade at the head of their
Imperial Servicd Contingents. Their Highnesses the
Maharaja and Maharani wept to see the review.

On January 9, an evening party was given in the
Viceregal tents, to which all the Ruling Chiefs were
invited, as well as a large number of high Officials and
distinguished visitors to Dzslhi. One of the objgcts of
this gathering was to provide an opportunity for personal
meetings between the Viceroy and the Chiefs. His
Highness the Maharaja, accompanied by the Yuvaraj,
attended this evening party.

On the 10th of January, His Excellency the Viceroy
and Their Royal Highnesses the Duk® and Duchess of
Connaught left Delhi before noon by special trains.
His Highness the Maharaja was present at the railway
station along with the other Ruling Princes.

As it was suggested by the Foreign Office that any
visits from one Ruling Chief to another, or between high
offioials and Ruling Chiefs, should be of an informal
charaoter, His Highness the Maharaja exchanged in-
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formal visits with severa.l/l{r‘i;oes, amongst whom may
be mentioned the Rulers of Kashmir, Gwalior, Indgre,
Mysore, Bikaner, Sirohi, Bhaonagar, Gondal, Farid-
kote, Kapurthala, Cooch Behar, Dhar, Dewas, Kolbapur,
Pidakota, Kochin, Orcha, Rewa, Chamba, Sirmur, and
Rampur.

Their Highnesses the Maharaja and Maharané took
their departure from Delhi on January 10, at 6 p.m.,
by a special train. The following programme was
observed on the ocoasion :—

“ His Highness the Gaekwar of Baroda will leave
Delhi on Saturday, the 10th January 1993, starting from
the Main Railway Station at 6-1 p.m. (railway time).

¢ The Commissioner of Delhi, anc Attaché of the
Foreign Department, and a Dmrlcg Suporxntendent of
Police, will attend at the Railway Station, where they

will take leave of His Highness.
“ A salute of 21 guns will be fired from the fort at

the hour fixed for His Highness’ depart.ure.

« Undress uniform will be worn.

The Coronation of the King Emperor was celobrated
at the Capital of Baroda and in the Baroda territories,
in the following manner :—

General holidays were observed throughout the State
on the 1st ande 2nd of January. On the lst, an Im-
perial salute of 101 guns was fired from tife State Artil-
lery at the capital, 137 conviots were released from
the State Jails as an act of clemency and graoe, and
the principal portions of the city and public buildings
were illuminated in the evening. At the Head Quarters
‘of the Kadi, Naosariand Amreli Districts the Royal
Proclamation was publicly read out in the Vernacular
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by the Local Officials at 'special Darbars held by
them. A Darbar was held at the Residensy by the
First Assistunt Resident, which was attended by such
of the Sardars and Officers of the State as were present
in Baroda, On the 2nd an entertainment was given ‘to
the school children at Baroda, and the poor were fed
at the Head-Quarters of the three Districts above-
mentioned.

After the return of His Highness the Maharaja from
Delhi, a Darbar was held by His Highness atthe Lakshmi
Vilas Palace on January 24th, in the afternoon, to which
the Resident and all the European Officers of the station
as well asall the Sardars, Darakdars, State Officers,
and the leading gentry of the oity were invited. The
Royal Proclamatiop and 1ts translation in the Verna-
oular were, by command of *His Highness, publicly read
out by Mr. Jamsedji Ardesar Dalal, the then Sar
Subah., The State Artillery and Troops fired an Imperial

*salute with Feu-de-Joi, the Band playing the National

Anthem at ocustomary intervals, The 24th of January
was observed as a public holiday at the capital, A
State dinner was, later on, given by His Highness to
the ladies and gentlemen of the station in honor of the
memorable event. =

One gold and four silver medals in €ommemoration
of the Delhi Darbar were received from the Govern~
ment of India for presentation to His Highness the
Maharaja, $hrimant Yuvaraj Fateh Sinh Rao, and to
three other gentlemen whom His Highness might be
pleased to name, The gold medsl for His Highness
and a silver medal for the Yuvaraj were handed over
by the Resident, Colonel Meade, at the usual Darbar
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held at the Lakshmi Vilas "Palace on the occasion of
the Dasers, on the 80th of September 1903, while, the
remaining three silver medals were présented by His
Highness the Muharaja to the undermentioned gentle-
men at a special Durbar held at the Nazarbag Palace,
on December 31, 1903 : —

Diwan Bahadur R. V, Dhampaskar, Diwan, o

Himmat Bahadur Shrimant Anand Rao Gaekwar.

Nawab Mir Mainuddin Hussein Khan.

Ceortificates of merit, issued by the Government of
India in connection with the Delhi Darbar, to Mr.
Abbas S, Tyabji, Barrister-at-Law, Puisne Judge of
the Varisht or High Court, and to Dr. Balabhai Ma-
ganlal, L.M. & 8., Superintendent Central Jail, Baroda,
were forwarded by the Resident to His Highness's
Government for delivery to’ the recipients in due course.
Certificates were given at the Darbar held at the Resi-
dency on the st of January 1903 to Mr. Jamsedji Ardesar
Dalal, M.A,, LL.B., Sar Subah or Revenue Commis-*
sioner, to Khan Bahadur Dr. Shamsuddin J. Sulemani,
L.M., Chief Medical Officer, and to Slket Chimanlal
Motilal Samal Bechar, Banker and Merchant of Baroda.

(f)—Yuvaras Fater SiNe’s Maraisck.

On his return from Oxford in 1902, Shrimant Yuvaraj
Fateh Sinh Rao, eldest son of His Highness the Makaraja,
wont direot to Coonoor to see his parents who were
staying there, The Yuvaraj had completed his nine-
teenth year, and His Highness thought that he was of
a suitable age to marry. A Committee was acoording-
ly appointed, including His Highness's brother Shrimant
'Anand Rao Gaekwar ; and the result of the Committee’s
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work was published in thes shape of a book called
Vadhu-Vara-Pariksha.

Offers came from many noble families of Poona,
Satara, Nagpur, and other places. Yuvaraj Fateh Sinh
yas allowed his own choice among the girls whooWere
considered eligible, and his choice fell on the daughter’
of R#mchandra Rao Nimbalkar,a nephéw of the Jaigirdar
of Phaltan in the District of Satara. The selection was
publicly announced in November 1903, and preparations
wers commenced without delay.

His Highness ‘the Maharaja appointed a Committee,
headed by his brother Shrimant Sampat Rao Gaekwar,
to arrange for the festivities. The Committee made all
the necessary arrangements. Astrologers pronounced
three days as spgcially ausplcxous His Highness the
Maharaja chose one of these days, the 4th of February
1904, for the celebration of the marriage.

Invitations were sent out in January 1994, Guests
osme in from the 1st of February. A Camp was formed
for Indian guests, Tents were pitched for them in a
oircle round a garden. Ap ornamental arch was erected
at the entrance. Representatives from Kashmir, Indore,
Dewas, Bhaonagar, Rutlam, and other places were
acoommodated in this Camp. Palaces were assigned to
more distinguished guests, His Highness the ex-ruler of
Indore, His Highness the Raja of Dhar, and His High-
ness the Thakore Saheb of Gondal. The total number
of Indian.gu,ests wag about six hundred.

A Cump was formed for the European guests in the
College Grounds. A separate building had been
assigned for His Excellonsy Lord Lamington,
Governor of Bombay, who had accepted the invitation ;
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but pressure of work made it impossible for him to
attend. The Hon’ble Mr. Fulton, Colonel M. J. Megde,
C.LE., Resident of Baroda, the Hon’ble Mr. Lawrence,
Commissioner of the Northern Division, and other
distiagnished European guests were present. The total
number of European guests was about eighty. ’
« Onthe 1st of February 1904, the bride ands her
party made their entry into Baroda. The City was
gaily decorated with flags and arches, The bride was
received at the Railway Station by the Diwan and all
the principal officials, the relations of His Highness,
and by Sardars and Darakdars. After the reception at
the Railway Station the party went in a progession
to the old Palace which had been fixed for the resi-
dence of the bridal party. A Durbar was held, and
Pan-Supari and scented wafers were presented to the
bridal party.

Ceremonies in connection with the marriage com-
menced on the 2nd of February. In the morning the
Sakarpilda ceremony took place at the bride’s residence,
and the Tiia ceremony at the bridegroom’s residence.
In the evening His Highness the Maharaja, accompanied
by the bride’s father, went to the Residency to formally
invite the Resident. A Darbar wag held at the Resi-
dency, and customary honours were paid to His Highness,

The 8rd of February witnessed minof oeremonies
among the ladies of both the parties,

The 4th of February was the day fixed for the
marriage. The whole of the City was gaily decorated.
In the morning the Vaknischyaya ceremony took place
at the bride’s residence. His Highness and the three
younger Princes were present at the ceremony. At 5
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o’clock in the afternoon the procession commenced from
the Lakshmi Vilas Palace. Yuvaraj Fateh Sinh Rao
was seated on a gold Ambari on an elephant, his beautiful
sister taking her seat behind him.

o Then followed His Highness, all the guests, Sardars and
Officials on foot. The Resident and other European guests
joined the progession. The bridegroom’s party and princi-
pal guests entered the Marriage Chowk and took their
seats in the halls round the Chowk, which were profusely
decorated and lighted with electric lights. After the
arrival of the bridegroom, the bride came there attended
by her maternal uncle. The nuptial ceremonies were then
performed. Pan-Supari and scented waters were distri-
buted to all present. His Highness then came to the
grand Darbar Hall and ,after the distribution of Pan-
Supari made a short speech thanking all the guests. At
night the city was illuminated.

Entertainments provided for the guests commenced
from the 5th February. There was a Cheeta hunt in
Dhaniyavi Jungle in the morning, and there were mili-
tary sports on the Varashao Parade Ground in the
evening. The oity was brilliantly illuminated at night,
and at 10 o’clock the procession commenced from
the Old Palace, ths bride’s residence. The Yuvarajand
his lovely sonsort were seated on a mAgnificent Ambari,
the bridegroom’s sister sitting behind them. Then
followed His Highness and his party. The procession
represented the bridegroom taking away the bride,

On the 6th of February a Darbar was beld at the
Lakshmi Vilas Palace at 10 o'clock. Deputations from
Kashmir, Indore, Dewas, Bhaonagar and other places
were present. Addresses from public institutions were
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read. The bridegroom received dresses of honour from
several guests and deputntxons. Sir Bhalohandra
Krishna of Bombay gave a short address, fo which His
Bighness made a short and eloquent reply. In the
evening all the guests went to view the arena sportg
At night the European Guests were entertained at a
- Banquet, ‘

The bulk of the European Guests left on the 7th of
February. Indian Guests were entertained at a dinner
the same morning,.

On the 8th of February there was a gathering of
girls at the Nyaya Mandir, and prizes were distributed
by the Bride. This was a fitting close to the auspicious
festivities, .



39

L 4
IL.—LEGISLATIVE.

(a)—Hi1sTORY AND PROOEDURE.

A body of laws has grown up in Baroda within the
last half century, which are mostly adaptations of laws
ehacted in British India, with suoh modifications as” the
pecular conditions of the State of Baroda made it
desirable to introduce. It is said that the late Muharaja
Ganpat Ruo caused the first Civil Procedure Code and
Criminal Procedure Code to be compiled in 1852 and
1858, i.e.,, some years Lefore the corresponding Codes
were enacted for British India by Lord Canning’s
Government. The late Maharaja Khande Rao enacted
the first Stamp and R-gistration Acts in 1859 ; and His
Highness also amended the Civil Procedure Code in 1860
on the basis of Lotd Cannipg’s Act for British India.

Under the administration of Sir T. Madhava Rao,
during the minority of the present Ruler, the existing
laws and rules were amended by oirculars, but no new
laws were passed. .

His Highness the present Maharaja took the admini-
stration in his own hands in 1881, and formed a Law
Committee in 1883, consisting of the Naeb Diwan and
the three Judgos of the High Court. These Officers
passed new Reglstratlon and Stamp Acts, and framed
a Police Zit, based on Lord Canning’s Police Act of
1861 for British India.

The work of drafting laws was made over to different
officers fromn time to time after 1890, and the old Law
Committee was finally abolished in 1899. The pro-
cedure which has been followed in enacting laws
during the period under report is described below.



40

The Diwan or the Naeb, Diwan or some other Officer
drafted Bills according to the instructigns of Sthe
Maharaja. The Bills so drafted were published in the
Ajna Patrika or Government Gazette of Baroda, and a
sufficient time was allowed for public oriticism and for
obtaining the opinions of different officers, When these
were received, a statement of the objestions raiwd in
newspapers, or in specifio memorials, or in the reports
of the officers consulted, was drawn up, and submitted
to His Highness together with replies. The Maharaja
had thus the advantage of comparing the original Bill
with the comments and oriticisms, official and non-
official. The original Bill was often eonsiderably modi-
fied in the light of such oriticism, and was then passed
into law by the Maharaja’s order, and pubhshed in the
Ajna Patrika for general infdrmation.”

It is interesting to note that one of the three Acts
passed in 1904 is for the extension of Primary Education
in this State, and another is for the Prevention of Early
Marriages. People living outside the limits of this State
have an inadequate conception of the degree to which
the opinion of the people influences legislation in Bgroda.
The utmost consideration is shown to such public
opinion ; and His Highness the Mahgraja consented to
reduce the limit of age for the marriage of girls from 14
to 12 in deference to the popular wish. Other modi-
fications were also made in the original Bill, so as to
make it less obnoxious to orthodox communities.

It is unnecessary in this report of the past two years to
narrate the transactions of the current year, It is enough to
mention that the formation of a regular Legislative Council,
with some seats for Members seleoted by the people, is ut
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yesent under discussion, ana may take form before long, As
W present framed the bill providds for eighteen Members,
iwo-thirds of whom will be ex-officio Members and Members
1ominated by His Highness, and the remaining one-third will
%e elected in the following manner :— .
" 4 to be returned by the four Districts. ’
ol » » Baroda Municipality.
1to be elected ,, Sardars, &c,

It will be a new chapter in the history of this State, and a
marked event in the annals of His Highness’ progressive ad-
ninistration, when men, elected by the paople, will sit side by
tide with His Highness's trusted officials, to frame laws and
regulations for themselves, )

(8)—Lze1staTIvE Aors.

A list of Acts pfheed by,His Highness the present
Maharaja is given below :—
1. The Police Act was enacted in 1884 and amend-
ed in 1898.
2. The Registration Aot was enacted in 1885 and
amended in 1902,
3. The Abkari Act was enacted in 1886 and
¢ amended in 1900.
4. The Court Martial Act, 1887.
5. The Stamp Act was enacted in 1889 and amend-
etl in 1904, *
6. Small Causes Aot, 1890.
7. The Municipal Act, 1892,
. 1895,

8. The Greneral Clauses Act, amended in 1904,
9, Law relating to Possession Suits, amended in

1897,
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. 1896.

10. The Court Fees Act, amended in }904.

11. The Code of Civil Progedure, amended in 1902.
12. The Easement Act.

13. The Limitation Act, amended in 1903.

14. The Penal Code, amended in 1904.

15. The Code of Criminal Procedure, amented in

1904.
1897,
16. The Maintenance Act.
1898.

17. The Hackney Carriage Act.

18. The Interest Act.

19. An Act for the Inspection of Bollors
20. The Treasure Trové Act.

21. The Contract Act.

22, The Guardian and Wards Act.

. 1899,
23. An Act relating to Lunatic Asylums.
1900.
24. The Arms Aot
1901,
25. The Transfer of Property Aot, amended in
1902.
1902.

26. The Hindu Widow Marriage Act.
27. The Freedom of Conscience Aact.
28. The Opium Adct.

29. The Sale of Poisuns Act.

80. The Village Munsiffs’ Aot.
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1903. .

81, Amendments only to different enactments were

passed this year.
, 1904,

» 82. The Primary Education Act.

33. The Infant Marriage Prevention Adt.
31, The Prisoners’ Testimony Act.
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1L +JUDICIAL.
(a)—ConstrruTION OF COURTS,

The Varisht Court, answering to High Courts in
Byitish Provinces, is the Supreme Judicial Tribunal in
this State. At» the close of the years under review it
oonsisted of three Judges. e

Mbr. Abbas 8, Tyabji, of theLincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-
Law, was aoting as Chief Justice. He ocompleted his
education in England, passed the Matrioulation of
the London University in 1871, and competed unsuccess-
fully for the Indian Civil Service. Called to the Bar
in 1875, he returned to India and practised in the
High Court of Bombay for four yearr ; and in 1879 he
joined the Service of His Highness the Gaekwar, He
is a nephew of Mr, Justice® Tyabji of the Bombay High
Court, and brings to the performance of his duties a
high legal training and knowledge acquired in England
and at Bombay, and a valuable experience of this State
obtaided during a long service of twenty-five years.
He acoompanied His Highness the Maharaja to Europe
in 1838 and in 1894, and was appointed to the Varisht
Court on his return in the same year. Since December
1903 he has acted as Chief Justice.,

Mr. Vinayak.Mahadeo Pandit, who was' the Sesond
Judge of the Varisht Court, passed the LI\ B, Examina~
tion of the Bombay University in 1875, and practised at
Bombay till 1884, when he joined the Baroda Service.
Three years after, he was promoted to the rank of a Dis-
triot Judge. He became an Acting Judge of the Varisht
Court in 1892, held the important post of Naeb Diwan

"from 1895 to 1901 and became a permanent Judge of
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the Varisht Court in 1901. His ¢xperience as a Revenue
and Bxecutive Officer, and his marked ability as a Judi-
cial Officer, make him a valuable servant of the State.

Mr. Krishanarao Vinayek Sharangpani, whe held the
post of Third Judge of the Varisht Court at the close «f
the period under review, passed the LL.B. Examination
of the®Bombay University in 1879, and joined this State
in the following year. He, too, obtained a valuable ex-
perience in this State by serving as a Judioial Officer in
districts for fourteen years, and then rose to the rank of
Judge of the Varisht Court.

The Varisht Court has been described as the Supereme
Tribunal in the State. Nevertheless, the Maharaja
has the power of revising the decisions of the Varisht
Court ; and in the,exercise of this power His Highness
is advised by the Nyaya Sabha, answering to the Privy
Council. At the close of the period under review, the
Nyaya Sabha consisted of the Naeb Diwan, Mr.

*Bhandarkar, and of two ether high Officers of State.

Under the Varisht Court there is & District Juégo in
each of the four Districts. Each District is divided into
some ejght Talukas (more or less,) and there is a Judi-
cial Officer ¢alled Munsiff in each Taluka. The Munsiffs
in the State possess 3 thorough legaltraining and are
generally men who have obtained the IsL. B. degree of
the Bombay ﬁniversity.

(b)—SEPARATION OF JUDICIAL AND ExEcuTiva
. Fuxcrions.

For several years past His Highness the Gaekwar has
endeavoured to bring about a separation of the Judicial
and Bxecutive duties. The Taluka Executive Officers
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(Vahivatdars) used to fry all oriminal cases in years
past, while the Taluka Judicial Officers (Munmﬂ'sp took
gognizance of oivil ocases. This arrangoment was
open to many objections. In the first place, the Vahi-
vatdars were unable to devote that degree of attention to
their executive and revenue work which it needed, when
much of their time was taken up in trying criminal
cases, And in the second place the exercise of criminal
powers spoilt them as revenue officers, and armed them
with an authority which was inconsistent with the dis-
charge of their revenue duties.

Thq Maharaja did not, however, desire to introduce any
sudden change. He discussed the matter with the high-
est Officers of State, and their recorded opinions
show a thoughtful consideration of all the various as-
pects of the question, Theliteratute on the Subject is
both instructive and interesting.

After a careful consideration of all these opinions,
and with his intimate kaowledgp of the actual work of
admihistration as it is carried on in Districts and Talu-
kas, the Maharaja came to the conclusion that a separa-
tion should be effected. The Officer who is virtually
the prosecutor should not be the Judge. The' Officer

who is virtually the plaintiff in the matter of revenue
demands should not exercise Magisterial _powers, The
Officer who is the Head of the' District or
the Taluka should be free from the suspicion of
doing exeoutive work with the help of criminsl powers.
Pn these considerations His nghness resblwd on a
separa.txon of functions.

. The policy was cautiously and gmdnully oamod oak,
It mdmoted that three-fourtha of the -ariminal euu
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should/be tried by Munsiffs, and, one-fourth only should
be tr#éd by Vahivatdars; The bulk of the oriminal
work was thus made over to trained Judicial Officers
who performed no executive or revenue work ; a small
portion of the work was still left in the hands of the
executive and revenue officers. And this state of things
contimued till the end of the year under report.

Since then, a complete separation has been effected, The
work of Revenue and Executive Officers has largely increased in
this year of soaroity and famine, and the Maharaja has directed
that they should be relieved of all criminal work. From the
current year, therefore, all oriminal and civil work will be per-
formed by Judici.l Officers ; the Revenne and Executive Officers
will devote all their. time to their legitimate duties,

(¢)—OrrER JuDICIAL REFORMS.

A very interesting and imstructive note, recorded by
the Acting Chief Justice Mr. Abbas Tyabji, clearly
points out the main considerations which have deter-
mined the judicial policy of the State in recent years.
These considerations are (1) uniformity and certaluty in
laws and procedure ; (2) despatch in the disposal of judicial
work ; (3) co-operation of the people in judicial work.

The'laws enaoted between 1895 and 1900 have, to a
large extent, secured the first object. There is now a
uniform and definite procedure followed in civil and
oriminal courfs. Judges and the public know what the
penal laws are. The people know what their rights and
liabilities are with regard to contracts and the transfer
of property. Fraudulent dealings have been minimistd
by the Registration Act. And a Code of Hindu Law
for this State, now under preparation, is likely to lessen
litigation, and to settle many controversial points,
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The second object pas not yet been fully sépured.
Strenuous efforts have been made, during the two\years
under review, to dispose of old cases, The balance of
old cases at the end of July 1904 shows a great improve-
mént over previous balances. Nevertheless, the average
time taken for the disposal of cases has been unduly long
‘during these two years, and the despatch of judicialPwork
in Baroda still compares unfavourably with that of
British Courts in the Bombay Presidency.

For the attainment of the third object in view, it was
directed in 1901 that the trials of oriminal cases of
certain description should be held with the help of
Assessors in two Districts of the State. The experiment
proved successful ; the order was extended to the other
two Districts ; and the adoption of the jury system is
now under contemplation. ° ‘

With the same object in view, an Honorary Village
Munsiff, with power to decide suits up to the value of
Rs. 60, was appointed in August 1903. Intelligent Patels
or Village Headmen have been empowered to try cases
relating to petty thefts of agricultural produce, assault,
simple hurt, conservancy, etc., and to award punishments
extending to a fine of Rs. 5, or imprisonment for 48 hours.
The results of these experiments are watched with keen
interest. And if is the desire of His High?eao to extend
this system of obtaining the co-operation of the villagers
themselves in settling their own petty differences, and of
saving the people from the trouble, the expense, and the
demoralizing effects of attending Law Courts.

Lastly, with the object of keeping ‘the administration
in touch with the people, His Highness the Maharaja

‘Gaekwar directed a Judicial Conference to be held in

a
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eve:yj)istriot. The District Judge was to. preside, and
Munéiffs, Magistrates and Pleaders were to attend. Mauy
interesting facts were elicited at the Conference held last
March, and amendments of laws were suggested which
are still under consideration, It is a notable feature “of
these Conferences that they were not purely official ;
plead®s who knew the requirements of the people whom
they represented in Court were invited to attend and
help the discussions. And assuch Conferences were held
simultaneously in all the four Districts, a comparison of
the suggestions made by them led to clear conclusions as
to the requirements and needs of the people. .

The Madras system of a careful scrutiny of all
judgments passed by Lower Criminal Courts led to the
disoovery of hasty prgsecutions instituted by the State
which ended mostly in aoqmt‘uls To remedy this evil
the Maharaja has empowered the Legal Remembrancer
to appoint properly qualified Prosecutors in most of the
‘Courts. It is expected that this will lead to a mora, effi-
cient conduct of cases, and would save the people from
ill-judged prosecutions.

. (d)—JuprciaL STATISTICS.
Number of Courts a the close of the period under review.
Varisht Court ... ... R P |

Badar Cort ... . e 1
Distriot Judges’ Courts . w4
Assistant Judges’ Gourlis e e 8

Distriot Magistrates’ Courts ... ... 4
Taluka Courts, ete. . e 2
Subordinate Magistrates’ Oourts e . 110
Village Courts .o.  woe  wev . 8
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Total’ Civil Suits.

Disposed of including
Year. Filed. old pending
. oases,
1902-03. 21,004 17821 ©
1903-04. 16,819 19,099

These figures show a considerable improvement in the
disposa) of cases during the last year. The number
pending at the end of 1902-03 was 7,340. The number
pending at the close of 1903-04 was 5,351. Of the cases
which remained pending at the close of the last year,
only 779 were more thanw year 0ld. The*total of
civil suits is divisible into Ordinary Civil suits and
Small Cause suits, as shown in the two following

tables :—

Ordinary Civil Suits.

2 R (B3| 52
Sg 355, |ped| ¢
i | EH B2, B3| .4
o H Sa A~ “5 <* & L 3.
(]
1903-08 ..| 10,368 3,18,805 7,058 2% 5,101
190804 .| 4,78 18,13,087 7488 | 301 2,007

‘While the number of pending cases was greatly re-
duced at the olose of the last year, as compared with the
previons year, the average duration of contested cases was
much longer, There is a great room for improvement in
this respect; and it is hoped that parties in ordinary
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origigal civil suits will not havd to wait three hundred
days in future to have a decision rom the Baroda Courts,

Small Cause Suits.

5 13 8 1

H E g-g é o

g y =2 aR

8 1, 8 wo

E ey &5 £

5 5 LS 53 Ba

g & <% &°
1902-03 10,636 6,76,924 9,868 99 2,149
1908-04 12,101 8,24,045 11,666 121 3,654

Hore again is found a great falling off in respect of
the despatth of an®averages contested case. A Small
Cnuse suit should not on the average take four months,

Ezecution of Decrees.

. o
Disposed of
Valuation in including old| Average

Applications. Rupees. pending ap- /duratio
’ plications,
Year. |,

B
Ordi- |Small| Ordi- Small | Ordi-| Small E 8 g
nary | Oansel pary | Cause | nary | Cause £2[4 o
suits. | suits. | Buits, | suwits, | suits| suits. g = g g

1

190208) 9,881] 8,430 97,38,084 b5,57,065| 9,629| 8,367| 217| 96
1908-04| 10,049] 9,270 24,92,147| ©,64,796| 11,080| 9,284| as0| o8

Tl;e average time taken for disposing of an application
for exeoution of desree both in ordinary suits and in
small cause suits was longer in 1903-4 than in the pre.

ceding year.
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Civil Appeals.

A s® |2 §
ct Avers,
° g% : = dur:tioxue.
" Yer. z zd |3l
Year, - g g;g SR ERE
3 ] ] sy 198
T =4 | 854 | T (&% fg
o) & A & |S8°fo
1902-08 | 907 [2,04,890 | 1,175 | 1,231 |444 [259

1908-04 | 1,155 [2,91,875 | 1,274 | 1,174 (880 |374

Once again it is the ““law’s delay” that strikes one.
The patient appellant must make up his mind to wait
for a period of over twelve months before he can hope
for a decision, And if thisis thé average‘time, the
time taken in specially heavy oases must be immensely

longer.

. Result of Civil Appealss
i s Bocond Appesls| )
T SO AT pppensdecitn
Varisht Varisht y District
Court. Court. Courts.
o 4
E«s 8
Year, g ° EE
& Dé w 123
gh il ki
g gy __ gE §
LB LFLE CE LTI o
1902-03 50 39 11 51 40 52 35 18
1008-04 45 46 68 28 14 BO 85 15
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s proportion of first appea}s in whioch oases were
remd#hded for re-trial or the decrees reversed by the

Varisht Court was very large in the last year.

Criminal Cases.

Disposed of in- |Average dura-/Average dura-
Ygar. Filed. cluding old |tion, ordinary|tion summary
pending cases. cases.
1902-03, 9,166 10,164 19 8
1903-04 9,045 9,647 13

Although the average duration of oases was longer in
the last year than in the previous year, yet on the whole
there is not much geason for complaint if an average
onge takes 3 weeks. A Gase dealt with summarily
ought not to take two weeks, The number of persons
tried last year was 19,302 against 18,051 in 1902-3.

Perceniage of different classes of offences. o

A EREREFTITNE

g o
. 8§12 | |E|8|2[5 | ¢
Year. B (o ilz|8|a | &8
BlE8S(E./ 8 5|8 (58
B8 |8285 8|3 08 (8% 3
< | < < Sl S
1902-08{ 34 | 23| 1| 8] 2| 83| *65 -81 86
1908-04 29 {27 | 1| 8| 2} 19| -08] -8l 4
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In both years over ong-half the offences were dgainst
property or against person. The more serious cases in
1903-04 were 45 of murder, 43 of culpable homicide, 75
of grievous hurt, 6 of rape, 88 of dacoity, 104 of rob-
bery, 237 cases of house-breaking and theft, and 13 cases

of forgery.
Percentage of conviction among prisoners actually tred,

Year. Conviated. Acquitted.
1902-03 41 59
T
1908-04 39 61
(4

The total number of witnesses exgmined inﬁ the last
ear was 18,765 against 21,520 of the previous year.

Punishments.
Tmprison- ~
Yar, o Fines mentwith SRR whipping Ot ¢
tence, only. |or gltbont whipping. only. security,
1902-03 . 2,296 2,172 94
1908-04..- 2,810 1,387 46 21

Of the persons convicted, 3,449 were males and 245

were females.

Appeals. ¢
Filed and Percentage | Percentage
of cases 1n | of cases in | Peroontage
Year. p e::l?n g tholed which sen- | which sen- of
appeals f. tence was | tence was | re-trials &o.
. oonfirmed, | modified,
1902.08 ... 864 821 58 19 28
1903-04 ..., 876 818 60 16 26
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*

The percentage was more satisfactory last year than in
the year before. '

INocoMB AND EXPENDITURE,
Civil and Criminal Courts,

Income from 8‘amps,) .
Year, Court fees &a., in Expenditare,
Py Raupees,,
Rs, Rs,
1902-08 sevecasetncscasssseescasssases 8,24,909 8,60,544
1908-04...000. s usssssnssrrsassssess 2,04,669 8,564,262

There was a considerable decreaso in income in 1902-03
as compared with the previous year.

The number of men surrendered to this State, and by
this State, in Extradition, cases during the two years
under review is shown in the fullowing table :

Extradition Cases,

Surrendered to Surrendered by
Barods, Baroda,
Year,
. Cases, Men, Cases. | Men,
190203 | 128 311 . 108 219
1903-04 103 208 70 122

Including pending cases, 837 extradited men were tried
in Baroda in 1902-03 ; and of these 171 were convicted,
155 were acquitted, and 11 men remained to be
tried in the following year. Including these 11 men, the
total number of extradited men for trial in 1903-04 was
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219; and of these 103 were convicted, 89 were acquitted,
and 29 remained to be tried in the ourrent year,

Pleaders and Mukhtiars.
The number of pleaders and Mukhtiars in the several
Courts of the Siate was 877 at the alose of the period
.under report. Special Sanads were granted in 1903-04
to 38 pleaders of British Courts to practise for specified
periods in the Varisht Court and the Courts subordinate
to it in the State,
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IV.—REVENUE.

(a)—CoxNsTITUTION OF THE DEPARTMENT.

The Revenue Department comprises Land Tax and
other Taxes, Customs, Excise and Opium, Registration
and Stamps, Agriculture, Industries and Forest, Bound-
ariem Inspection and Sanitary Inspection. Some of these
twelve Sub-Departments are only remotely connected
with Revenue ; butas all of them are reckoned portions
of the Revenue Department, it is necessary to deal with
them all in this Seotion.

Diwan Bahadur Vasudeo Mahadeo Samarth,was in
charge of this vast Department with its twelve Sub-De-
partments at the ¢lose of the period under review. He
joined the service of the State in 1879, and was sent to
Europe in 1884 in oharge of the Maharaja’s brother and
cousin and another young student. Mr. Samarth after-
wards accompanied the Maharaja on his first visit to
Europe in 1887, and was present at His Highness's inter-
views with Her Majesty the late Queen-Empress. I 1892,
he proceeded to Europe for the third time as Secretary to
His Highnees. His last visit to Europe, in 1901, was un-
dertalen with the laudable object of studying industries
and agrioulture. He visited the Glasgow Exhibition,
inquired mto the state of the Irish Ovttiers in Galway
and Connoma}ra, and paid some attention to dairy farm-
ing at Cork. With his natural abilities and education
which are of a high order, with his unwavering sympa-
thy for the people, and with his long experience in this
State and the information he has gathered abroad,
Mr. Samarth makes an invaluable Revenue Officer.
In 1898 the British Government bestowed on him

8



58

the personal distinction of Diwan Bahadur for his
meritorious work in combating famine and plague
in this State, *

As Sar-Subsh or Revenue Commissioner Mr, Samarth
i the Head of the four Subhas or Distriot Officers.
The word Subah really means a Province or District ;
but in Baroda the word is used to mean a Digtrict
Officer. Two of these Subahs are Shrimant Sampatrao
and Mr. Khasherao Jadav whom Mr, Samarth aceom-
panied to Europe twenty years ago. The third Subah
is Mr. Yusafali, s Mahomedan gentleman and a Bar-
rister-at-Law. And the fourth is Mr, Kazi Abdur
Rahm'an, another Mahomedan gentleman who has made
himself extremely popular in his District.

Each District is again divided into 2 number of Talu-

kas as the following table will show *— ‘
Distriot, Taluka,
Baroda. 1, Baroda, 2. Petlud (with Siswa). 3.

Padra, 4. Choranda, 5. dinor, 6, Dabhoi,
g. gsn{xheda (with Tilakwada)., 8. Vagodia,
,  Saoli,

Naosar1, 10, Naosari, 11, Gandevi, 12, Mhhuva,
3, Vyara. 14. Songad (with Vajpur). 15,
Velachha (with Vakal). 16, Kamrej, 17,
Palpna.

¢
Kadi, 18, Mehsana, 19, Kadi, 20. Kalol, 21.
Dehgam (with Atarsamba). 22, Vijapur,
23, Visnagar. 24, Kheralu, 25, Sidhpur,
26. Patan (with Harij). 27. Vadaoli.

Amreli. 28, Amreli (with Bhimkata). 29. Damna-
gar (with Bhisnagar), 80, “Dhari (with
Khamba)., 81, Kodinar, 82, Okhamandal
(with Beyt).
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The Distrct Officer or Subah is assisted by ome or
two.or three- Assistants called Naeb Subahs. When the
Subah has more-than one Naeb Subah under him, the
Talukas are so grouped that each Naeb Subsh is in
charge of o number of them, The duty of Naeb Subahs
consists largely in inspecting the records and work” of
the Talukas, and;in helping the District Officer in keep-
ing the administration well in hand. Without such- help
the most energetic District Officer would find it im-
possible to thoroughly control the work of the eight or
ten Talukas comprised in a large District.

Each Talukalis under the administration of a Vahivat-
dar, answering to & Mamlatdar in British Indla, To
visit the villages in his Taluka, to collect the land
revenue and ta.xe.s, to inspect the boundary marks set up
to demarate field from figld, to protect Government
property and. Government interests, and generally to
maintain peace and order within his Taluka, are the

« main duties of the Vahivatdar. A portion of the cri-
minal work of the Taluka also fell to his share 3 hat, as
has been stated before, all judicial work has now been
transferred from the Vahivatdar to the Munsiff.

Eadh Taluka comprises fifty to a hundred villages, and
the village is the basis of Indian political organization,
Self-governing villages, with their ogmplete arrange-
ments for otvil and criminal justice, their revenue
aollection, -and their hereditary professional services,
were the foundations of old Indian Society. The genius
of the Indian people developed this system as suited to
their wants and requirements, and through thousands of
years, while dynasties came and went and empires rose
and fell, the yillagers were content with their primitive
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Self-Giovernment withig their self-contained little Re-
publics. Much of this form of Self-Government has
now unfortunately ceased to exist; a more centralised
administration has withdrawn the Judmml functions of
village elders ; and a new system of land revenue settle-
ments has disturbed and demolished the old fiscal
arrangements in every village. No study in connegtion
with modern Indian History is more deeply interesting
than the study of this silent and far-reaching change, this
replacing of village administration by a centralised
administration, And no administrative problem in
Baroda, or in British India, has a higher importance than
the problem of reconstructing some effective system of
Self-Government, after the old Self-Governing institutions
have been swept aside. This sub_]eot will be dealt with

further on, in a separate Seotion.

(2)—Laxp Tax.

The collection of the Land Revenue depends largely on -
the anhual rainfall and the state of the crops, and for-
tunately the conditions were fair in 1903-04, and far
better than in the previous year. The rainfall during the
twe yoars is shown in the table given below :~

Rainfall. .

Normal rain- | Rainfallin® | Rsinfall in

Distrlot. fallin | 1902-68in | 1908-04 in
Inches. Inches Inghes.

Baroda wee 382 29°90 88-66
Kadi'.: (11} see 82 25.20 21.68

Naosari ves ome 48 5487 5513
Amreli 26 22'16 24:58
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It will be seen from these figyres that the rainfall wds
scanty everywhere in 1902-1903 except in Naosari ;
while in 1903-1904 it was normal or copious every-
where except in Kadi. Crops suffered in many Talukas
in Kadi, last year, on account of this scanty rainfall ;
while in some Talukas of Baroda and Amreli the rains
wer® not seasonable.

Locusts also appeared in all the four Districts last
year, and did some damage to the crops. Cotton and
sesamum crops in Kodinar Taluka in Amreli Distriot
were considerably damaged by rats, Otherwise the
conditions were good. There was no crop diswase to
speak of, and the water supply was generally good in
all the four Distficts. The outturn of all the crops wus
between 8 and 12 annas in Baroda, Naosari and Amreli ;
while in Kadi, on account of scanty rainfall, it was
generally between 6 and ¥ annas only. The following
table shows the prices of the staple crops during the
two years under report. The figures show the qumber
of local Seers (of 40 tolas) per rupee. The Baroda
Seer is about 11b., or about half the weight of the
ordinery Indian seer,
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All graing, and specially*Bajri %and Jowar, which age
the staple food of the mass of the peopls, were cheaper
in 1903-04 than in 1902-03. Collections of revenues
from land accordingly increased from 80 lacs'in 1902-03
to 83 laos in 1903-04. °

When a Settlement' or Reyision Settlement of a'
Talu®a is :made, the Jamabandi or Land Revenue
Demand of every village in the Taluka is prepared
by the Settlement Department, and made over to
the Revenue Department. Alterations then take
place from year to year, as waste land is brought
under cultivation, or cultivated land is abandbned,
or other changes take place in villages; and the Revenue
Department take8 note of these annual alterations,
and revises the Jamabandi for each year. It is the
village Talati or Accountant who takes note of these
annual changes, and prepares his Pakani Patrak
or Inspection Report ; it is the Circle Inspector who
checks it by comparing the entries with the aotual
changes in the village; and it is the Vahivatdar
of the Taluka who then prepares a Tharao Band
or Statement of Revenue Demand for each village
within his Taluka, It is thus that a new Jamabandi
or Revenue Demand is made by the Rpvenue Depart-~
ment every yo&r for all the three thousand villages in
the State, excepting those which are actually under
settlement, The Jamabandi of 2,641 villages was thus
prepared by the Revenue Department in 1903-04, while
822 villages were in the hands of the Settlement De-
portment,

The Land R’wonue Proper and Miscellaneous Land
Revenuo - Demapds of the State, during' the. two
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years under report aje shown in the table given

below :—
Land Revenue Demand,

Miscel- Land Miscel-

. Land
Ditrie: | Bovenue. | ganonus, | Revouue. | fivente | Remarke.
Rs, Rs. Bs. Rs.

Baroda ...| 28,75,833 | 5,17,31 | 38,5081¢ | 4,48,187 [For villages

Kadi wooe.. | 26,00,319 | 435,758 | 26,74,674 | 4,70,615 | 2Andt ot
not prepar-

Naosarle.. | 1474719 | 1,68888 | 14,712,061 | 1,568,825 | & 1%.;:’?:;

Amreli 5| 7,98,469 | 61,888 | 805,365 | 46,798 [the year
1903-04,

<

Total... | 77,48,729 | 11,78,660 | 77,02,404 | 11,19,825
¢

It will be seen from this table that there was a de-
croase of Rs. 46,335 in Land Revenue and of Rs. 54,325
in Miscellaneous Revenue in the last year as compared
with the previous year, The decrease in the first item
is mainly owing to the fact that more lands were
relinquished than were taken up, The decrease in
the last item is owing to the fact that the proceeds of
the Local Cess was removed from this head and shown
separately, c ’

Remissions smounting in all to Rs. 29,285 were
allowed in 1902-08, and Rs, 38,283 in 1903-04, from
the above demands, Deducting these remissions, the
net Revenue Demands were Rs. 88,738,104 for
1902-03 and Rs, 87,88,447 in1903-04, The collections
during these two years are shown below, Distriot by
Distriot,
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Demand and Cellection.

1902-1903, 1903-1904.

District,
Net Neot Collec-| Net Net Colled-
Demand. tion, Demand. tion,

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.

Baroda ... ..| 3398579 31,22,055| 32,95,883| 31,565,729
Eadl .. .. 2986684 25,1779 30,21,029| 27,93002
Naosart... .| 1639725 16,03,623| 16,21,658| 16.01,485
Amreli... ..| 858116 7.79.780| 8.49.877| 7.8.939

Total .| 88,7304 8023247 8788447 83,36,155

It will be seen that the collection in Naasari Distriet,
which is seldom vmted by droughts, were almost cent,
per cent. for both years. In the other Districts, the col-
lections for 1903-04 were beiter than in the previous
year, because the climatic conditions and produce were
sbetter in the last year. The hard working, frugal and
simple Kheruts or cultivators of Baroda will compare,
not unfavourably, with the best races of cultivators on
earth, both for the patience and care with which they
till their lands, and for their honesty in meeting their
liabilities when they gan. Men and women, and often
the children of the family, are seen in”the fields day
and night, nurslng the crops, or driving away birds
from the ripened grain, Bajri and Jowar, the food
of the common people, are grown on'the ordinary field ;
wheat and other valuable orops are raised on carefully
irrigated fields 3 and the bullocks employed for drawing
wator from the irrigation wells are not more patient
or uncomplaining than the cultivators who employ them.

9
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But successive bad seasons have reduced them to poverty,
and a fixed revenue demand in cash has thrown them
into the hands of the money-lender.

1,69,365 notices to pay up the instalments of revenue
due were issued in 1902-03, and 1,13,628 in 1903-
04, showing a great improvement in the last year.
Since the close of the year the fees for notices have ¥een
reduced, and no fees are charged unless notices are
actually issued. It is a matter of regret, that sales of
property for arrears rose from 1,208 in 1902-03 to
1,757 in 1903-04, and that imprisonment for such
arrears increased from 399 to 514. Fines, however,
decreased from 518 to 216 cases. It will appear from
the above figures that, in ninety-nine cases out of a
hundred, the cultivators pay up on rgceipt of notices, and
no coergive measures are reduired.

The following table will show the lands relinquished,
and the new lands taken up, during the years under

report :— ¢
Lands Relinquished and Taken Up.
Land
Re‘l'lln Assessment m&::dup |Assessmont REMARKS.

Years. qué::c(:s'in in Rupees.|; Bighn.fn Rupees.

1902-08| 48,107 58140 89,187 b4 14 Bigh.
==] acre,

1903-04] 38,160 45,928 88,409 87,804

As the year 1902-03 was unfavourable, more land
was relinquished than was taken up. The last year was
more favourable to the orops, and so much land was

taken up.
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More than a hundred thousarM acres of land change
hands every year among the cultivators, and the follow-
ing figures throw some light on the character of their
transaotions :—

Transfer of Lands.

- Transfer by Partition,
Years. Inberitance, Gift or ex-
change 1n Bighas,

Transfer by Mortgage,
Redemption or Sale,
&c., in Bighas,

1902-03 1,69,017

41,218
1903-04 2,31,024

69,645

It is satisfactory to know that more than half the
transfers were byeinheritance, the figures being 1,65,016
Bighas for 1902-03, and 2,25,044 Bighas for 1903-04.
Under the old rule a securit} used to be taken from the
heirs who inherited the holdings, but this needless re-
striction has been abolished by His Highness the

* Maharaja.

Equally liberal and beneficent has been the Maha-
raja’s policy in making advances to cultivators for the
improvement of their lands, or for purchasing seeds,
implements, bullocks, &o, The amounts so advanced
during the two years-under review werq Rs, 2,50,925 in
1902-03 and Bs. 2,60,522 1n 1903-04.

Such advances have beea made from year to year, and
speoially during years of scarcity. The Maharaja trusts
his cultivators, and the cultivators are not unworthy of
the trust. Whenever the year is prosperous, and the
orops-are good, large portions of such Tuccavi advances
are realised without any difficulty with the Land

Revenue, Baut the last seven years have been more or
-
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less unfavourable, and nof only large sums of Tucoavi
advanoes still remain unrealised, but the Lang Revenue
itself is heavily in arrears. The following statement
will show that the total arrears of Land Revenue at the
close of the period under review was over ninety lacs of

Rupees :—

Arrears of Land Revenue, «
District. Arrears in Rupees, Isu’?;"ig;g:e“t’
Baroda os voe 36,29,802 716
Kadi ... e 88,49,871 116
Naosari e or 4,08,074 2
Amreli o 11,20,725 13
¢ ¢ ¢
Total ... 90,07,972 847

Remissions of unrexlised arrears are allowed, year
after year, according to rules after enquiry into each
individual case, Larger remissions on a liberal and com-
prohensive scale, in consideration of the present condx-
tion of the cultivators and of these sucoessite years of
scarcity, are under contemplation in the current year.

¢

(c)—Otrer Taxes, °

Veros.—A large variety of taxes were levied in this
State under the name of Veros from olden times, A list,
containing the names of no less than 68 Veros, has been
prepared; but it will suffice for our present purposes to
indicate their general character, and to specify the three
groat olasses into which they may be grouped.
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In the first olass come the Vares which were levied
on paople for residing in villages, Where this tax was
levied for homestead lands it was of the nature of rent.
When it was raised per head of cattle under the name of
Puchhi Vero or Bakra Charai it assumed the characfer
of an income-tax on cowherds and shepherds. But it
was often lovied from people Who neither owned cattle
nor ocoupied (overnment land, and then it was only
a sort of poll-tax, or a tax for using the water of the
village well,

In the second olass may be included all Veros on
trades and professions, The village carpentdr and
blacksmith, the trader and the confoctioner, the gold-
smith and oved the leather tanmer, had all to pay
their various Varos, however poor their incomes
might be,

In the third class falls the pilgrim tax of the far famed
shrine of Dwarka, inoluding the license fee for gathering
conch-shells in the same place,

Ingome-tar.—His Highness the Maharaja wisely decid-
ed to replace most of these vexatious tazes by a com-
prehensive income-tax on a simple and uniform plan.
In 1897-98 the income-tax was introduced in the
whole of Baroda Diitrict, except the ¢own of Baroda
and the Talukss of Petlad, Siswa and Chandod. In 1901-
02 it was oxtended to the town of Baroda and to the
towns of Vadnagar, Visnagar and Gunja, and also to the
Taluka of Kalol.

The introduction of the income-tax. in the town of
Baroda gave rise to much complaint, aud a Committee
was cppomted to fix the seale on which the tax should
be lovied in fofure, * After muoh deliberstion the Com-~'
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mittee fixed two different scales, one for towns and one
for villages. And this is how matters stood at the olose
of the period under review. )

The inequality of the two soales was so glaring that a further
revision was inevitable, Accordingly, the whole question of
the imposition of income-tax was reconsidered, and a uniform
<cale was proposed by the Revenue Minister in October 1974,
And this new scale, which is given below, was introduced
thronghout the State with effect from the commencement of
the current year, 1904-1905 :—

. Annual Incomes, Annual Tax,
Under Rs, 300 see e e ‘ No Tax,
Rs, 300 to under Bs, 500 ..} ° Ree 3
w 800 , L, 750 .. . 6
w 750, ., 1000 .. , 10
, 1,000 , ., ., 2500 .. . 15
w2500 ,, ., ., 5000 .. , 30
, 5000 , , , 10000 .. , 50
,10000 , , , 15000 3
. 16,000 and apove... 100

The advantages of this new system are—(1) It makes s olean
sweep of all the numerous and oppressive Veros described above
except renti for homestead lands and the pilgrim tax. (2) I&
exempts the poor from taxakion. (8) It imposes on the richer
olasses a proportionate burden which they had evaded before,
(4) It imposes on official olasses their fair share of the burden
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which they had escaped. (5) It makes po distinction between
towns and villages or betiween different classes of the Maharaja’s
subjects. It ie a moderate tax, approximating to one per cent.
on the income, or about 24d. in the pound as it would be de-
scribed in England, which all subjects of His Highness down to
thoss who earn Rs. 800 a year, are able to pay without any
bardship,

“The total prooeeds of the income-tax is expected to be abont
a lac of Rupees in the State,

Local Cess.—No Local Cesses were imposed when the
new system of survey and settlement was introduced in
the State. But when about one-half the State had been
settled, the idea of imposiug a Local Cess, as is done in
British India, was conceived and reduced into practice.
The (less was at’first amalgamated with the Land Re-
venue; but as itewas the Maharaja’s desire to create
Local Boards for the purpose of introducing Self-Gov-
ernment in local matters, His Highness directed in 1903-
04 that the proceeds of the Local Cess should be sepa-
rated from those of the Land Revenue. This order was
only partially carried out during the last year, and will
be fully carried out in the present year.

Some of the Talukas, comprising mearly one-half
of the State, will come in for Revision Settlement
between the next three years. Witl, respect to these
Talukas, His Highness has directed that the Local Cess
should be imposed only on aliensted lands, and thet
Khalsa or assessablo lands should be exempt from Cess
until these last come in for re-settlement. It thus
ha.ppens that in one-haif of the State the Looal Cess is
levied on all lands—Kbhalsa and alienated,—while in
the other half the Cess is levied only from alienated
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lands, This will be clear from the following tabular
statement :—

District, Extent to wl;iel: Local Cess REMARKS,

Baroda .. Cess levied only from alienatedi Garass s
lands and villages, who are un-
" der the pro-
Kadi .. In Bidhpur, the Cess is leviedi tection of the
from alienated lands and villa= British Gov-
ges only, In other Talukas it ernment pay
18 levied from all lands. no Cess on
the alienated
Naosari, .. In Vyara the Cess is levied from lands which
alienated lands and villages they hold,
only. In the other 'l‘alukasitl
is levied from all lands,

Amreli .. It is levied from all lapds in
Okhamsndal, Jn other Talu-
™ kas it is imposed on alienated

lands and villages only.

1

The demand and colleotion of the Looal Coss for the year
1903-04 is shown in the following statement, District by
Distriet : —

Demand in | Collection' in

Distrlct. Rupees, Rupees,
.
¢
Barods e e o] 1,45,159 79,978
Kadi o oo o o 181,499 59,648
Naosari | 1,02,172 1,00,281
Amreli e e 13,081 2,669

ST
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(d) —Cusronp.

The Abkari Superintendents of the Kadi and Baroda

Distriets have direct charge of the Customs for their
respective Districts. In Amreli, the District Officer is
the head of the Customs for his District. In Naosafi,
there is very little work connected with the levy of
Ctstoms, and the Abkari Superintendent exercises su=
pervision over this work.
- During the years under report the Castoms Revenue
of the whole State was collected departmentally, except
in the towns of Amreli, Dhari and Dhamnagar in the
Amreli District, and in the towns of Songad, Vyara and
Kathor of the Naosari Distriot. In these six places, the
Customs Revenue was farmed out by auction.

The following ia s comparative statement of Customs
Revenue derived in the six places named above during
1902-03 and 1903-04 :—

Town. 1902-03. -1908-04.
Rs. Rs.
Amreli 9,001 10,001
Dhari...  we  wp e 653 1,011
Dbamnagar .. 1,20; 2,201
Vyara... . ves 2,231 8,150
Kathor . 1,645 2,555
Songad e eer o 710 1,057
Total ... 15,441 19,975

10
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The following lable gives the total demand and collec-
tion of Customs during 1902-03 and 1903-04 :—

1908-08. 1908-04,

. District,

Demand, |Collection. | Demand, |Collection,
Rs. Ras. Rs, Rs.
Baroda ... .- 3,79,630 3,78,511 |8,87,606 |3,86,205
Kadi vee 1,562,806 [1,52,806 11,66,673 |1,66,678
Naosari ... 18,471 | 13,190 17,986 | 17,981
Amreli' .| 51,591 | 51,561 | 50,072 | 50,050
Total ... |5,97,698 |5,96,068 |6,22,387 |6,20,909
.

Thus there was an incre.ase of the revenue in the
Kadi, Baroda and Naosari Districts in 1903-04 over

that in 1902-03, a result due to good harvests.

The

large increase in the Kadi District was, also, partly due
to the fagt that the revenue had considerably fallen off
in the previous year.
The following table shows the expenditure incurred
during the two years under report :—

Distrigt. 10%-08. 1903-04,

Rs. Rs.
Baroda e e 85,489 28,016
Kadi v . . 30,300 81,014
Naosari .. ..t . 1,280 1,054
Amreli  we e . 9,769 9,105
Total .. 76,888 | 79,189
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A radical change was introduced in the Customs duties
after the close of the years under mf)orb. A brief mention of
the change in the present report will suffice, The principles
which were followed in introducing this change are these : (a)
A large number of harassing duties on petty articles were
abolished ; (&) All export duty was abolished except on Cotton
and Mahua flower from Baroda District ; (¢) Import duties
on frontiers of the State were retained on certain articles
generally used in the country, and these articles were not sub-
jected to any fresh duty on entering towns ; (d) Octroi duties
were retained on certain other articles generally used by
townspeople ; (8) Ad valorem duty was abolished altogether and
all Customs were levied on articles by the weight«without
unpacking goods ; (/) The vast body of Nakadars was reduced
by about 150 officers and the pay of those refained was im-
proved ; .(y) Insbruct..ions were issued forbidding the search and
harassment of travellers, whilesprotecting the revenue of the
State.

As a result of these changes duties were retained on the
following articles only :—

Ezport Duty,

;, gi?lgﬁl;,ﬂower, }iu Baroda District only.

Imgort duties on the frontiers. Octrot dutiss in lowns,

1. Jaggery Sugar. . 1. White Sugar and Candy
2, Groceries and Spices, 2. Butt® and Ghee.

8. XKerosine Uil, 8. Oils,

4. Salt. 4, Oil seedss

5, Beer, Wines and Spirits. 5. Tobacco.

6. Apparel, 6. Paper,

7. Metalware and Metals, 7. Furniture,

8, Timber, &o. 8. GQrass and firewood,

It should be added that this revised tariff was introduced
thronghout the State of Baroda from 1st November 1904
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except ocertain isolated fowns and talukas which still protect
themselves by speoial tariff. These last are now, under revision,
The oredit of working oub the details of this important fiscal
reform, and of making praciical and valuable suggestions
to liberate the trade and the people from much harassment,
is largely due to Mr. Raojibhai B. Patel. Like many" other
_ promising young men, he was sent to Europe, years s3o,
by His Highness the Maharaja at State expense ; he learnt
agriculture at Cirencester and sugar manufacture in Germany ;
and he came back to India in 1892 with the title of
M.R.A.C. of Cirencester and of M, R. A.S. E, of the
Royal Agricultural Society of England. His Highness placed
Mr. Patel in charge of the Customs, Excise, Opium, and
other offices in August 1904, and soon after this, Mr.
Patel helped the Revenue Minister in carrying out the Tariff

Reform described above.
(¢)—ExorsE.

The principal sources of Abkari Revenue are given
below : —
1. Manufacture and sale of country liquor,
2. Extraction and sale of toddy.
8. Fees for licenses to sell imported foreign liquor.
4. Manufacture and sale of intoxicating drugs,
such gs Bhang, Ganja, Jo.
5. Miscellaneous. ¢
In Baroda and Naosari Distriots, the still-head duty
and central distillery gystem were in force. The out-
still systom prevails in Amreli. In the Kadi Distriat,
too, the out-still system was in foree in 1902-08, but
in 1903-04 the central distillery system was introduced
by order of His Highness, Under this system the
liquor is manufactured at a central still, and s issued
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on payment of duty for retail sale at the different shops,
and the right of manufacture and sale is sold out to the

highest bidders.

The sums for which the sale of liquor was farmed are

shown below :—

ey, Y €8T B roda, Naosari, Kadi,
1902-08 1,28,270 3,738,080 35,000
1903-04 1,50,609 3,783,080 50,005

The rates of the still-head duty are shewn i the

following table :—

< ¢
Talakas for which liquor

Rate per gallon.

was issued. 15 25 0
U. P. U. P, U, P,
Baropa Disteicr (1902-03
AND 1908-04).
Petlad, Baroda, Padra, Chor-| ... 2-4 14
anda and the Soythern
portion of Sinor. °
L
Saoli, Vaghodia, Dabboi,} .. 0-12 0-6
Sankheda, Tilakwada and
the Northern portion of
Sinor.
Baroda Oity and the Canton-| 2-8 2-4 1-4
ment,
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[4
Rate per gallon.

Talukas for which liquor

was issued. 15 25 60
U. P. U, P. U.P,
%
Naosarr Districr (1902-08 -
AND 1905-04), i
Naosari, Gm}devi, Palsanas, soe 2-0 0-15
Kamrej, and the Western
portion of the Talukas of
Mahna and Vilachha and
the British village of Mota.
Easterne portion of the Talu- vor 1-8 0-11
kas of Mahua and Vela-
chha, ;
Vyara and Songad ... oo 0-12 0-6
Kapr Districr (1908-04). ) s
All Talukas ... 1-8 1-0 0-8

In the Baroda and Naosari Districts, the right of
selling toddy is farmed out by auction to one farmer
for each District, and the toddy farms are sold along
with liquor farme. The furmer is given possession of
all palm trees belonging to the State ; the Governinent
then levies a tax on every private and State tree that
is tapped, and the total proceeds of this tree-tax is
credited to the farmer’s account, Private owners are
also allowed to sell toddy in temporary huts under
the trees, and the fees for such licenses are also
credited to the farmers’ account. The entire arrange~
ment is somewhat primitive, as the State first
lets the farm of the entire toddy revenue by auction,
and then prooeeds to collest much of the revenue on
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behalf of the farmer. Some changes in the system
were in contemplation after the close of the period under
review. In the Kadi and Amreli Districts, there are
no palm trees as a rule, and the people are not acous-
tomed to use toddy as beverage., The following tabld
will show the income from the toddy farm }in Baroda
P Naosari Districts, during the two years under

report :—

District. 1902-08. 1903-04,

Rs. Rs.
Barcda ces  gere e 1,730 1,057
Naosari ... y e 91,920 91,920

The rates of fees for licenses for opening shops and
« hotels, selling foreign liquors, were as follows, during
the years 1902-03 and 1903-04 :—

District. Fesehf)opr. a Feﬁoft:;.a Remarks.
Hs, ’ Rs. [y
[

Baroda . 100 126

sti (1} 75 (1]

Naosari  «ee 100 125 |Except in Vyara and
Billimora, where
the fee for a shop
is Bs. 75,
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The following comparative statement shows the num-
ber of shops and hotefs and the amount of revenue
derived therefrom in the two years under review :—

1902-08, 1908-04,
District. No. of shops| License | No. of shops| License
- and hotels, fees. | and hotels. fees. an
Rs. Rs,
Barods ... 5 | 550 4| 42
Kadi... . 2 150 ' 2 150
Naosari ... 8 750 8 750
Total ... 15 1,450 14 | 1,325
¢ o

The following table gives the total Abkari demands
and collections of the years under review :—

DEMAND. COLLECTION.

District.
1902-03. 1903-04. 1902-08. 1903-04.

Rs, Re. | Bs. | B
Baroda ... 1,52,762 1,60,049 | 1,32,624 | 1,59,355
Kadiw.  ...| 87,896 51,466 | 21,764 | 42,822
Noosari  ...| 4,70,618 | 4,67,609 | 4,70,102 | 4,66,587
Amreli .| 4916| 4,988 | 4872 4,899

Total ...| 6,45,692 | 6,84,062 | 6,290,862 | 6,78,463
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The following statement gives the number of shops
of liquor and toddy opened during the years under

roview :i-
1902-08. 1908-04.
2
District. Liquor Liquor
Liquor Toddy Liquor Toddy
shops, t:t?fily. shops. Total, shops, wa‘;l&iy. shopa, Total.
Baroda ...| 226 11 236 2566 10 v 266
Naosari e 137 | 194 32 363 125 195 30| 850
Kadi o oo 428 228
.
Total ...| 863 2056 33 599 604 205 80| 8389

The t."ollowing table gives the comparative statement of
expenditore incurred during the years under report :—

Division. 1902-08. | 1908-04. | Increase. | Decrease,

Rs. Rs. Rs, Bs.

Bamda ... | 8,698 9,180 487 | .eeen.
Naosari ... wee] 611,989 | 11,194 SERRS 745

Kadi ] 2,807 5,541 2,784 | .eoee.
Total | 28,689 | 25,915 8,221 745

There is no expenditure separately incurred in the
Amreli District on aecount of the Abkari Department.

927 persons were convicted in 1902-03, and 1656
only in 1908-04, for offences under the Abkari Law.

 § PN
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(/)—Ormom.

The sources of Revenue from Opium are these :—

(a) Profits on the sale of Opium in the Bombay
market for exportation to China.

« (b) Profits on opium issued to the opium farmers

and licensed vendors for consumption in the
State.

(c) Fees for licenses for retail vend and miscel-
laneous receipts.

The manufacture of opium is a State monopoly
conducted under a system similar to the Bengal system,
while the retail sale for consumption within the State is
managed under the system in vogue in the Bombay
Distriots. ‘

The cultivation and manufacture of opmm were carried
on in the Kadi Distriet during the years under report.
Opium poppy was cultivated under licenses in the Sidh-
pore, Kheralu, Visnagar, Vadaoli, Patan, Vijapur and
Mohsana Talukas of that District.

« The following comparative statement i3 given to show
.he area under poppy cultivation and its yield :—

Area under po Total yield of juice| A feld
Year. |ultivation u? ngl?e,; ’in 1bs, e pevxta :'g: i{z elbs.
L3
1902-03..., 5,576 151,948 | © 27
1908-04.. 18,5568 8,71,888 20

The licensed cultivators were bound to sell all the
juice they produced to the State at a rate fixed previous
to issning the licenses. The rates for the years under
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report were Rs, 3-4-0 per seer of 40 tolas in 1902-03,
and Rs. 3 per seer in 1903-04,

The juice of opium brought by cultivators is taken to
the opium warehouse at Sidhpore, where it is manufac-
tured into opium. From this warehouse, the opimm
is sent to Government Depéts in the different districts
to be issued to licensed vendors, or is conveyed by rail
to Bombay for export to the China market. The follow-
ing statement shows the quantity of opium sent to the
Government Depdts, and to Bombay, in 1902-08 and
1903-04 :— ’

Opium sent to Govern- | Opium sold ;t Bombay
Year, ment Depbts for local | for export in seers of
lo sale 1n seers of 10 tolas. 40 tolas.
. .
1902-03 .o 16,940 81,671
1903-04 . 24,290 1,12,124

The system which prevailed during the years und
report, for the retail sale of opium by licensed vendo:
is described below :—

* (1) In Naosari and Amreli Districts the license for
rotail sale wus given to one farmer for the
¥hole distriot by auction, *
(2) In Kadi District the license was given to @
selected man on payment of & lump sum,
{3) In Baroda District licenses were given for in-
dividual shops by auction.

The rate of the issue of vpium from the Glovernment
Depbts to the farmers was Rs. 12 per seer of 40 tolas
during 1902-03, and was raised to Rs. 13, and subse-
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quently Rs. 14, in order to make it even with the rates
in the neighbouring British Distriots.

The following table gives an aocount of the. financial
results of the retail sale of opium within the State :—

e
Realised from
Cost of s
‘ Year. pro g: ction. %’Li?o‘:s‘? Profit to State.
Rs. Rs, Rs.
1902-03 86,085 2,90,0563 2,04,017
1903:04 90,1385 3,22,959 2,832,823

Six hundred chests were sent to Bombay and sold
through Messrs. David Sassoon and Cg. in 1902-08 and
825 in 1903-04, The following table will show the
financial results of the sale at Bombay :—

Cost price

including | Transit

Ve Year interest, | duty paid| Total cost | Bale pro- | Profit to
1 .

. Railway |at Abmed-at Bombay.] ceeds. State.
- freight, abad.
agenoy,etc

Re. Rs. Rs. Rs, Ras,

€
1902-03| 3,77,689| 8,00,000{ 6,77,639] 7,85,071| 57,431

1903-04| 4,97,900| 4,32,200| 9,30,100{11,59,836/ 2,29,785

Thirty-five persons were convicted in 1902-03, and
only 18in 1903-04, for offences against the Opium Law.
' As the operations connested with Opium are extensive
in the Kadi District, they are placed in charge of a
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special Opium Superintendent, Mr. Mahomed Ali, an
Oxford graduate, and an active young officer, has lately
been appointed to this post, and supervises the manu-
facture and sale of opium. In the other three Distric’ts,
the Opium transactions are under the direct control of
the District Officer, who indents upon the Kadi
Superintendent for the quantity required for local
consumption, and supplies it to the licensed retail
vendors,

(9)—REGISTRATION.

A new Registration Act came into force atthe com-
mencement of 1902-03. The important changes effeoted
by the new law were :—

(1) , All documents relating to immoveable property
were compulsorily liable to registration.

2. No document was admitted for registration after
six months from the date of execution,

(8) Civil Courts were prohibited from admitting as
evidence unregistered documents, the registration
which was compulsory.

These provisions necessarily brought. in a very large”
mass of documents for registration during 1902-03 as com-
pared with 1908-04, as the following iigures will show:—

=
Yr. | Jommets | liemofon | Expendture,
Rs.
1902"08 (L1} 72,779 2,02,260 47,310
1908-04 .., 25,249 79,899 89,886
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The large majority of documgnts registered relate to
immoveable property, as the registration of sach docu-
ments is compulsory under the present law. Thus out of
72,779 documents of 1902-08, 71,767 relate to immove-
able property. And in 1903-04, out of 25,249 documents
no Jess than 23,974 relate to such property.

“To go into some further detail, the largest number of
documents registered were deeds of sale or mortgage of
values under a thousand rupees. The following figures
relating to these classes of documents are interesting,
They throw some light on the commonest transac-
tions amung the people as reflected in our Registration
offices : —

Number of Documents Registered,

[3

Of value be- | Of value between
of V;““ebgndef tween Re.50 and| Rs. 100 and

Year, Rs 100, Rs 1,000,
Mort.
/ Sale. |Mortgage.| Bale, gage. Sale. | Mortgage.
1

1902-08| 2,091| 7,986 1,856{17,249| 2,898 81,629
100304 1,044 2,861 923 4486 2,845 10450

There were 44 Registration offices in the State at the
commencement of 1903-04, eight of which were filled
by exz-officio Registrars, and the remaining 36 by meu
who in Bengal would be c¢alled Rural SBub-Registrars.
Generally there is a Bub-Registrar in each Taluka,
Thege Sub-Registrars are remunerated from the fees up
to & maximum limit fixed for each office,
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Mr. Manirai Trikamrai was the Senior Inspector in
1903-04, and Mr. Mangesh Kamalji Nandkarni was the
Junior Inspector. Their dutios are mainly inspection
and supervision, and were satisfactorily performed.

(h)—SraAmMps,

The Stamp Office is necessarily under a dual control
and supervision. The Accountant General, as the Chief
Financial Officer, is in charge of the issue of stamps and
of accounts. The Sar-Subah, as the Chief Revenue
Officer, supervises the arrangements for the sale of
stamps, and generally the working of the Stamp Act.

Tho two Inspectors of Registration are also entrusted
with the duty®of inspecting Stamp Dep6ts as well as
publig offices whjch admit documents, Breaches of the
Stamp Act are reported by them.

The revenue derived from the sale of stamps during
the years under review is shown in the following
table :—

Total inclng&
Year, Court Fees, | Non-Judicial. | Misceliane
Recelpts,
. Rs. . Rs. Rs.
1902-08 ... con 8,44,996 1,70,137 5,48,024

1903-04 ... s 3,00,132i 1,15,633 4,41,478

The decrease in the Stamp revenue in 1903-04 is due
to the reason which has already been referred to under
the head Registration. When the new Registration
Agt oame into operation, at the scmmencement ' of
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1902-03, making the registration of new classes of docu-
ments compulsory, there was naturally a.large and
sudden -increase in the sale both of Court Fees and of
Non-Judiocial stamps. This swelled the income both in
the Registration and in the Stamp Departments,
and the year 1903-04 therefore shows a comparative
deorease.

The expenditure under head Stamps is shown in the
following statement :—

Expenditure
Year. in rapees.

Rs.

[
1902-08 .o e 19,668
1908-04  veo  ene 23,563

() —AGRICULTURE,

.. Bajri (millet) is consumed by all classes of people in
‘’he State. Itis sown in June or July, requires the
monsoon rain, and is reaped in October. Sometimes
it is sown with pulses, and as these require a longer
time to ripen, thgy remain in the 4eld after the Bajri
has been reaped. The refuse of the Bajri stalk is used
as fodder for cattle,

Jowar (Indian millet) is the food of the aommon
poople. It is sown in Qotober and reaped in January or
Pebruary. Like Bajri the grain is ground and turned
into bread, but sometimes it is parched or roasted.
Qaltivators and their wives and chidren, sitting in their
fiolds day mnd night to protect the arops, often take o
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supply of parched Jowar with thgm. The stalk is used
as fodder, ¢

Wheat is consumed by the rich only, and is quite a
luxury for the poor. It issown in October and Nov-
ember, and reaped in March. Fields for wheat are pre-
pared and irrigated with great care, specially in Kadi

District where wells are numerous,

Rice is sown in black soil in the month of June and is
generally reaped in September or October. 1t is a
staple produce only in some Talukas, and depends
largely on the monsoon rains,

Cotton is grown largely in Naosari and Barodg Dis-
tricts, and specially in the Talukas of Naosari, Palsana,
Padra, Choranda¢ Dabhoi, Sinor and Baroda. It is
often sowg with rice, and after the rice has been reaped
it grows rapidly. It flawers in Ootober and is gathered
in February or March. When full grown its height is
three or four feet. It is a valuable crop for the culti-
vators, and is extending into Kadi and other Districts.
The Naosari Cotton is considered the best in India.

Tobacco is a valuable crop, which grows mainly in
Peotlad Taluka in Baroda District, the soil of which is
specially suited to the plant. The seed is sown in June,
and the fields are then govered to proteg them from the
sun and exoesgive rain. The seedlings take about two
months to grow to a height of about 43 inches. In the
meantime other fields have been prepared, and the seed-
lings are then taken away from the nursery, to be trans-
planted in rows, in the places prepared for them. When
the crop has grown to a height of a foot and a half, it
begins to flower, and the cutting of the crop begins when
the leaves turn yellow. The skill of the Petlad tobacco
12 - .
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grower was greatly appreciated by Dr. Veelcker when he
visited India fifteen years ago, But the process of cur-
ing and dressing the leaf is perhaps susceptible of
improvement.

Sugarcane is a valuable crop and requires good soil,
much care, and a great deal of water. It is out in the
month of November or December, and the juice is turn-
ed into molasses, while the stalks are used as fuel or
fodder for cattle.

Pulses.—Chana and Mug and Adhar and other pulses
are grown in the winter. They are generally sown with
some, other kind of grain, and reaped after that grain
kas been harvested.

Optum.—1It is a Government monofioly,and is therefore
grown in limited areas with the sapction of the Govern-
ment, The fields are prepared and irrigated, and the
yeung poppy is tended with great care. In April and
May the juice is expressed and is sold to the Giovernment
at fixed rates, ¢

Other Crops—Maize is cultivated in many places.
The Castor oil plant grows everywhere. Various other
crops are grown which do not require any detailed men-
“tion. ) s

Manure—The great want faom which agriculture
suffers is that of manure and irrigation wgter, as has been
pointed out by Dr. Velcker in his excellent work on
Indian Agriculture, Manure in Baroda is prepared in
vorious ways. The cowdung is allowed to aconmulate
in pits during the cold season,and is taken out and spread
in the fields a month or twa before the rains commence,
and the fields are then ploughed end clod-crushed.
F oc ks of sheep and goats, belonging to itinerant shep-
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herds, are allowed to hglt in &he fields, and their
droppings are collected and spread over the soil, which
is then ploughed and clod-crushed. Ashes of fuel
and decayed leaves, mixed with black muddy earth,
are also used as manure. The mud of tanks or river '
bed, containing & large quantity of decayed vegetable
matter, is considered excellent manure, Oil refuse,
after the oil has been pressed, is invaluable as manure ;
but oil seeds are largely exported, and thus the manure
is lost to the country. Attempts to prepare and use
bone-dust manure have not succeeded very largely.

Irrigation from wells.—Cultivators in this Sta®d irri-
gate their fields very extensively from wells sunk in
their fields by theémselves, often with theaid of advances
from thesGovernment. The number of useful wells and
tanks during the two years under report is given
below:—

* 1902-08. 1908 04.

i

Particulars,
Wells, Tanks, Wells, Tanks,

N .
For Irrigation ® ,..| 58,844 | 1,234 | 58,768 | 1,111

For other purposes, | 12,690 | 5,292 | 12,600 | 5,818

Total ..| 71,684 | 6,627 | 71,868 | 6,429

The alight decrease in the number of wells and tanks
in the lest year, as compared with the preceding year, is
owing to the fact that some tanks have silted up, and
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some wells have besome bracftish on account of the in-
sufficient rainfall of recent years. It may be noted, that
the number of wells which have become brackish is still
larger in the current year. The fresh water in wells is
all from surface percolation ; and when that percolation
decreases or stops on account of want of rains, the
water often turns brackish on account of saline layers
below. This is one of the many hardships from which
cultivators suffer in years of drought.

Irrigation rates.—Special rates are charged for the
use of these wells for irrigation, and these are added to
the Iind assessment. There are different methods for
realizing these rates which will be fully described in the
Section on Settlements, It is enough to state here that
these different methods seem to have been suygested by
the variety of the soil in the different districts. In
Kadi District, for instance, the sinking of a well is easy
and inexpensive, every cultivator, generally speaking,
may have a well in his field if he likes, and an irriga-
tion tax on all lands, where water is available within a
reasonable depth, which is the system in British
Districts, seems to be a suitable system., On the .other
hand, the sinking of a well often costs a thousand or
fifteen hundred rupees in Baroda and Amreli Dis-
triots, and to levy irrigation rates on all’ lands, where
water is available within a certain dépth, would be to
tax cultivators for a possible advantage which they, how-
ever, oannot afford to enjoy. Lastly in Naosari Distriet
there are subsoil channels of water along the beds of
dried up rivers, and _the- District Officer, Mr. Khaserao
Jadav, reparts, after careful and ingenious enquiries,
that wells along }heso cliannels are more sucoessful than
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elsewhere, ard that water gates should not be imposed
- before the course of these cﬂmown channels has been
ascertained, The subject is thus one of great com-
plexity. The question, whether the levy of rates on all
lands where water is available within a certain depth, as
is the practice in British Districts, is feasible, and
whether it is expedient to impose any appreciable tax at
all on improvements made by the cnltivators themselves,
is under careful consideration in the current year.
Tenant rights.—No Tenancy Act has been passed in
this State, But immemorial custom takes the place of
law in India, and ancient custom sanctions the tesants’
right to sell, mortgage and inherit the ancestral field.
No ruler in past times could successfully abolish this
practice eyen if he desired to do so ; and the number of
sale and mortgage deeds annually registered in Baroda
State indicates the universal practice which prevails
at present. The only restriction which His High-
mess’s Government has thought fit to impose on these
rights is one in the interests of cultivators. 1t has been
enacted that when a money-lender seeks to execute hLis
deoree, and obtain possession of a cultivator’s holding, a
portioh of the holding, sufficient for the maintenance of
the cultivator and his family, shall be exapt from sale
in execution of such decree. This provision is found to
be a sufficient protection ; and the Maharaja has not
thought it just or expedient to impose any other restric-
tions on the rights enjoyed by the cultivators generally.
Protection of ignorant races.—In the case of one olass
of cultivators, however, & further protection has been
oconsidered necessary. Bhils and other wild tribes,
known by the generalname of Kaliparaj in this State,



94

are ignorant, improvigent, al‘i often nomadio in their
habits ; and rules have been “framed to prevent' them
from being swept away altogether from their Janded
possessions by the more intelligent Aryan ocultivators,
"~ When the settlement of Songad Taluka was sanctioned
by she Maharaja in 1903, His Highness also sanctioned
gome rules for the protection ot the Kaliparaj people.
Transfer of their land by sale or mortgage is resiricted
by a provision that a sufficient quantity of land should
be left for their own maintenance. This necessary
protection was extended by His Highness to the Kali-
parajspeople of Vyara Taluka in August 1904.

Another provision is made for their protection in res-
pect of instalments of revenue. The general rule is,
that the annual revenue is payable in twp or three
instalments between January and April, when the crops
are harvested ; but an exception was made by Diwan
Bahadur V. M. Samarth, aud sanctioned by His
Highness the Maharaja, in April 1904, in the case of
particular villages or tribes. The District Officer was
empowered to fix for their convenience a larger number
of instalments not exceeding twelve, and not falling
within one month of each other, This provision’ care
into operation i September 1904.

Agricultural Provident Fund.—A morestriking endea-
vour has been made for teaching self-reliance and self-
help to all classes of cultivators in times of distressvand
famine, In the famine year of 1899-1900 the paople
of Damnagar Taluka in Amreli Distriot applied that a
Famine Provident Fund should be oreated from voluntary
subscriptions made by the people themselves, and they
asked that His" Highneas the Guekwar's ?wernmont
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should receive the subsurjptions in the Government
‘treasuries, and be the custodian of the fund. It was pray-
ed that documents relating to this fund should be exempt
from stamps and registration fees, thut the money sub-
scribed should be exempt from attachment in execution of
Civil Court and Revenue Court decrees, and that the con-
tributions should not lapse to Government on the death of
the contributor without heirs, but should be added to the
genera] fund, Diwan Bahadur Samarth, then District
Officer of Amreli, took up the matter zealously, and pre-
pared a comprehensive scheme which after much delibera-
tion was sanctioned by His Highness the Maharala in
January 1904,

The details of thescheme are these. Persons above the
age of 12 gay contribyte one anna per head monthly.
Persons between 3 and 12 years may contribute half an
anna per head. When the contributions amount to
Rs. 20 with regard to any single person, his contributions
shall cease. On the death of a contributor the total
amount of his ocontribution shall be credited to his
direct heirs, but a fourth of the sum contributed may be
paid out, if demanded, for the performance of funeral
cwemdnies. The sums contributed should not be drawn
upon within 20 years, unless a famine oceurs within that
period, and two-thirds of the villagers and three-fourths
of the Panchayet decide to draw upon the fund. The
subscriptions should be collected by Paunchayets on whom
is imposed the duty of keeping ageounts.

This excellent scheme was sanctioned in January
1904 ; but, unfortunately, the famine of the gurrent
year interferes with its immediate suocess, But as the
scheme orifinated in the wishes of the people, and its
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carrying out has been largel AO ntrusted to the leaders of
the people, there is every readon to hope for eventual .
success.

Agricultural Banks.—There are two Agricultural
Banks, one at Songad in the Naosari Distriot with a
branch at Vyara, and the other at Harij in the Kadi
District. These banks were opened in 1899-1900
and 1900-01 respectively, to help the backward
populations of these Talukas, and though joint stock in
name, are practically financed and managed by the
State. 7'he banks make advances in cash and kind for
all purposes to bona fide cultivators. Recoverios are
made by the staff, but in cases of obstructiveness on
the part of the borrowers the Revenue Department is
authorised to help recoveries, thus avoiding a recourse
to oivil courts. The dividend on the shares subscribed
by the State is restricted to a maximum of 3 per cent.,
and on private shares to 6 per cent., the excess of profits
going to reserve and bonus, .

The following table gives at one view the business
done by the Banks :—

o Songad Bank. Hari) Bank,
a Item. Bmﬁ‘I-*
gr . 190908 ‘1903-04 1902-08| 1903-04
H ™ .
te Rd. R8s,
Nominal Capital ..| 26,000 | 26500 | 50,000 | 80,000
Pald up Gapital—
1| State e o) 12,500 | 12,500 { 12,500 | 12,600
2  Private .. ..] 860 300 200 200
8 Reserve fund o] &097 5,107 848 5
4 Baddebtsfund ..| 2408 | 3408 ... | ....
5 Bonusfund . 892 47 a8 108
6 Deposits during tho| £872 | 2,024 | ....
year,
7  Deposits at theend| 12,621 { 5,878 [ ....
| of the year.
8 Advancos for eced,l 1667 | ses| 1,600 | 681
food, &¢., 1n kind,|
s Balode o] 208 1978 2,08
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4
Songd Bank, | ‘Harlj Bank,
Item, REMA RER,

1902-03| 1803-04 | 1902-03 | 1903-04

Number.

Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs,

10 Agrlcl:.muul work| 6,388 | 7,164 | 1,230 | 1,042
cas

11 | Paying Sowkar's 410 634 . 1,293
debta,

12 | Marriages .. o] 2,743 836 60 585
13 | Revenue and rent,,| .. 2,802 | 2,524 808
14 | Funeral expenses ., 49 . . 124
15 | Total advances ..| 11,625 | 13,561 TR48 | 7,444
16 | Toval outstandings| 38,348 | 88,481 | 16,042 | 19,471
17 | Amonnt due,. ..| 17,219 | 18,066 | 13,623 | 10,285
18 | Recovery—

By Bank’sstaff , | 14,033 | 15,439 | 5,189 7,726

Do. with State 885 417 . .
help.

19 | Peicentage of re- 848 854 41'8 751 .

covery. [)
20 | Net profit .. o 618 563 330 674

Agricultural Education.—There are two agricultural
schools, one at Baroda, attached to the Model Farm, and
the other at Songad.

The Baroda school of Agriculture has a two years’
course, and teaches Agriculture, Botany, Geology,

* Chemistry, Veterinary and Revenue rules, and Accounts,
in addition to practical work on the Farm.

Baroda Farm.—The Baroda farm was first started
in connection with the agricultural classes in the college,

~<and when these classes were abolished for want of

students, a vernacular olass in agrsulture from the
School of Ares was transferred to the Farm, This Farm
is worked with three objects—

1. Instruction to students.

2. Experiment,

8. Production of good seed for distribution and

sale.

The ordinary Gujarat crops are grown for seed purpos-

s, and small plots of all other arops suitable to Gujarat
18 -






