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The Palestinian Refugee Problem: Between the Zionist Challenge and
the Arab Response
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Abstract:

The issue of the Palestinian displacement appeared as a result of the 1948
War, where thousands of Palestinians migrated, mainly, to neighboring countries
that became the most important refuge due to geographical reasons. However, the
armistice agreements that these countries concluded with the Zionist entity
complicated the refugees’ situation since these agreements were tacit recognition
of Israel and a guarantee of a safe living in the Arab region. These agreements
were the first step of giving up on the rights of the Palestinian refugees to return to
their homes. Matters aggravated and became more complicated, and the hope of
returning home was lost after the results of the June War 1967 and the resultant
expansion at the expense of these countries. Since the partition of Palestine in
1947, the Zionist challenge did not receive any effective response from Arab
countries regarding the liberation of Palestine and the Palestinian refugees’ return
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to their land; in fact, Arab countries’ response sought, primarily, liberating their
own territory and wiping the effects of the 1967 War.

key words: Palestine; Refugees; Return; Arab Countries; Challenge;
Response.
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